06/ 12/ 1999

Mari na: Hear out youngsters speaki ng on Al DS

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Young peopl e shoul d be encouraged to discuss AIDS in
meet i ngs and synposi a rather than being treated |ike children and

di scouraged fromdoi ng so, Ml aysi an Al DS Council president Datin Paduka
Mari na Mahat hir sai d t oday

"There is a m staken belief that young peopl e cannot be involved in
di scussi ons on Al DS

"They must be allowed to discuss the matter freely, and we in the
counci| woul d appreci ate any feedback fromthemas we want to know their
views," said Marina.

She was speaking to reporters after launching the 12th Wrld Al DS Day at
the National Library today.

Mari na sai d youngsters nust i ncrease their know edge about Al DS as nopst
of those who had Al DS were youngsters.

"Statistics fromthe Mnistry of Health reveal that 70 per cent of those
with AIDSin Malaysia are in the 17 to 25 age group. That is why we nust
focus on the youngsters."

The Worl d Al DS Day was comenorated wi th young peopl e voicing their
hopes on i ssues of care and treatnment, awareness, prevention and
participationin AlDS progranmes for the next nillenni um

The event had been formul ated and i npl enent ed by groups of young peopl e.

"This year, the Mal aysian Al DS Council has taken the first step by
providing a platformfor young people toinitiate ideas and i npl enent t hem
in planning the content of Wrld Al DS Day.

"I nvol vi ng, enpowering and nmobi |l i sing young peopl e to take action on
Al DS i ssues is one of the Malaysian AIDS Council's main objectives in
hol ding this event.

"Not only were young peopl e actively involved in organi sing the event,
they were al so responsible for fornmulating the "Wsh List' and t he young
person's synposiumtoday. "

The list was read out by young people at the event. It covered four
broad topi cs of participation, awareness, partnership and care and
treat ment.

It was the result of a brainstorn ng session anong 25 young peopl e aged
bet ween 14 and 27.
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