30/ 08/ 1999

Mari ne technol ogy | ab a boon to | ocal shipbuil ders

JOHOR BARU, Sun. - The Marine Technol ogy Laboratory, | aunched by Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad yesterday, is the only maritinme research centre
inthe country with "towing tank test"” for ship nodels.

Al t hough "towi ng tank test" may not nmean nuch to many, it is essential
for local ship makers for testing a scal ed nodel of a shipin atow ng
tank before the actual ship is built.

Mal aysi an Shi pyard and Engi neering (MSE) chief executive officer Abdul
Rahi m Abdul Rahman who commended t he uni versity for setting up the centre
said, the laboratory had created a win-win situation for its students and
the local maritinme industry.

He said the | aboratory had al |l owed ship makers |like MSE to carry out
sinul ations on the scal ed nbdel s to study how the actual ship woul d
performin the open sea.

"For instance, we are now able to test the hull shape of a ship design
locally in the towi ng tank once the nodel is designed."

Prior to having this | aboratory, shipbuil ders who required tow ng tank
tests had to use facilities in Japan and Eur ope.

MBE used to send their nodels to be tested in Europe. Now they are
sending themto the | ocal |aboratory.

This not only saves cost but al so enabl es direct involvenment in the
si mul ation.

MSE has so far conpleted two such tests, nanely tanker water resistance
test and doubl e hull tanker resistance test.

I't is nowworking on double hull tanker propul sion test.
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