02/ 11/ 1999
Mari na says she cannot get fair hearing

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Keadil an vice-president Marina Yusof said today she
woul d not chal | enge the statutory decl arati on made by former Bank Negara
assi stant governor Datuk Abdul Mirad Khalid, saying that if she did so,
she woul d not get a fair hearing in court.

She cal | ed a Press conference today to answer all egati ons nade by Murad
on Thursday but skirted the issue of suing him

Marina, a fornmer Sessions Court president, was al so Umo Wanita deputy
chief who left the party to join Semangat 46 in 1989. She returned to Umo
in 1996, and joi ned Keadil an this year.

She sai d she did not believe the statutory declaration (SD) was nade by
Mirad willingly.

She al so said she was not shocked at Murad's statenent because she knew
"he had been hounded, threatened and bl ackreil ed to the extent that he had
to resign fromBank Negara and then from RHB Bank

"I will not take | egal acti on now because we do not want to be fighting
anmong oursel ves. That is what they (the Government) want.

"But | will surely take action one day when this Governnment is no | onger
in power ... noreover the courts are nowcontrolled by (Datuk Seri) Dr
Mahat hir (Mbhanmad)," she said, adding that the nedia and journalists could
al so be sued for printing lies.

Marina said she did not believe Murad drafted the SD hinself as it was
not in character and the words used were simlar to previous forced
conf essi ons produced as evi dence agai nst forner Deputy Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahim

Sayi ng she had been in the legal line for over 30 years, she knew t hat
Mirad was not capabl e of maki ng such all egati ons.
"He is a very hunbl e man and wel | |iked by his staff. He can never pen

such ridicul ous allegations," she said.

Murad in his SD had, ampong ot her things, clainmed that Anwar had
instructed himto help settle Marina's debt with | ocal banks anpbunting to
nore than RM2O million.

He sai d he presented Marina's application to the Bum putera Entrepreneur
Rehabi l'itation Fund (TPU) for assistance to devel op her | and al ong Jal an
Tun Razak, where the Marinara Conpl ex was construct ed.

Explaining to reporters today, Marina said her Marinara project beganin
1983 and she sought Dr Mahathir's bl essings. She said she knew t hat anyone
who pl anned to have a maj or project nmust get the go-ahead fromthe Prine
M ni ster.

By the tine she had obtained all approvals for the project, it was
al ready 1987, she said.

However, she then wote a letter to Dr Mahathir alleging that Umo
treasurer Tun Dai mZai nuddi n was i nvolved in the theft of the party's
f unds.

She sai d Dai mwas furious when he knew of the letter

Marina al |l eged that Daimthen directed all banks to recall | oans granted
to her and her conpani es, and attenpted to nake her a bankrupt.

Due to the actions by the banks, she was call ed to Bank Negara severa
times and in the process, net Murad who then advised her to apply for the
TPU | oan

Marina said she was reluctant to do so as she felt the odds were agai nst
her as she was consi dered to have gone agai nst Dr Mahat hir and Dai m



However, in 1989 her application was approved by the TPU.

"l would like to stress that at no tine was the TPU | oan used f or
settlement of ny bank | oans.”

Marina said the R0 million was in settlenment of the original | oans
with the banks for redenption of the document of title, which was used as
security for the existing | oans for the project. This she said was a
normal comerci al transaction which had nothing to do with Anwar.

"Anwar's role, if at all there was one, was sinply that he did not bl ock
approval of nmy loan fromthe TPU. | only spoke to hi mover the tel ephone
and requested himnot to block my | oan as the project was viable," she
sai d, addi ng that Anwar then tol d her that he had received the green |i ght
fromDr Mahathir.

Marina al so questi oned t he sudden appearance of the SD.

I n anot her Press statenent, Anwar's former private secretary Datuk
Nasar uddi n Abdul Jalil said he has instructed his | awers to take | egal
action agai nst Mirad.

In his SD, Murad had cl ai med t hat Nasaruddi n received RMLO million from
one of Anwar's master account.

Nasaruddi n sai d the al | egati on was basel ess.
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