02/ 11/ 1999
Marina's ranblings over | oan epi sode serves nore to confuse

Car ol yn Hong

KEADI LAN vi ce- presi dent Marina Yusof certainly took her time to come out
with her side of the story followi ng the allegations by fornmer Bank Negara
assi stant governor Datuk Abdul Mirad Khali d.

It took her four days to reply to the all egati ons nade | ast Thursday.

Mur ad had cl ai med t hat Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mhad i nstructed himto
hel p settle Marina's debt of nmore than RV20O mi | li on.

He said he had presented Marina's application to the Tabung Pemul i han
Usahawan for assi stance to devel op her | and al ong Jal an Tun Razak where
now st ands t he eponynous Marinara Conpl ex whi ch opens next April.

Yest erday, Marina | ashed back with a reply typed over three pages.

| f anyone thought that Marina woul d chal | enge the decl arati on by sui ng
Mirad in court, they woul d have been surprised.

Marina, a forner Sessions Court president, said she woul d not defend her
position, clainmng that she woul d not get a fair hearing.

In her statement, she clained that her financial problens began when Tun
Dai m Zai nuddi n nmade troubl e for her after she conpl ai ned about himto
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

She sought Bank Negara's hel p and Murad advi sed her to apply for a TPU
| oan. She did and it was approved. She said this | oan had nothing to do
with the RMRO nillion settlement with the bank. That came fromanot her
bank.

And nost inportantly, she clainmed that Anwar had nothing to do with the
entire exercise and his only role, if at all, was that he did not bl ock
her | oan application.

But despite her angry outburst, the Press conference and three-page
statement was about as far as Marina says sheis willing to go to clear
her nane. She doesn't want to sue because she doesn't trust the judiciary
whi ch she clains is controlled by Dr Mahathir.

Her ot her conpatriots, Anwar included, however, didn't have the sane
qual ns. Anwar had sued Dr Mahat hir for defanmation while her party's deputy
president Dr Chandra Muzaffar had very qui ckly announced plans to sue
Mur ad.

Per haps she had a different focus.

She began her explanation with a vilification of Dr Mahathir. "My
project, Marinara, started in 1983. Before | even started it, | had asked
Dr Mahathir for his blessing as | knew even then that anyone who pl ans any
maj or project “w thout the blessing' of Dr Mahathir woul d have probl ens.

"I't was a known fact that Umo, particularly Dr Mahathir, had a policy
of blocking all facilities and | oans to people they regarded as political
eneni es. There were many occasi ons when | heard Dr Mahathir give
instructions to renove directorships, positions, |loans and facilities from
persons he regarded as enem es."

Then, she went on to Daim s supposed theft of Umo funds. She clained to
have conpl ai ned about this to Dr Mahat hir, though peculiarly enough she
al so cl ai ned that she was convi nced of Dr Mahathir's "w ongdoi ngs" at the
same tine.

Mari na spoke of Daim s noves to bankrupt her through his "l apdog" | awer
and to destroy her using the "Umo-controlled" nedia.

She al so i ncl uded coment s about Tunku Abdul Rahman's canpai gn agai nst
Dr Mahathir, the country headi ng for destruction and the "persecuti on" of
Anwar .



Details of her claimto innocence in the Marinara dealings were woven
into these ranblings which nerely served to confuse.

Bei ng a senior | awer (she was in fact the second Mal ay woman | awyer in
the country), Marina could well have shorn enotion and needl ess
vilification fromher statenent, if she wanted to.

Far fromprotesting her innocence, she was decl aring her political
stand, which seens quite fluid by her own admi ssi on.

Sonewhere in the statenment where she was recounti ng how she had
requested Anwar not to bl ock her TPU | oan, she said she had al so asked him
whet her she shoul d rejoin Umo.

"I asked himif it was necessary for me to rejoin Umo at that stage"
was how she put it, denmonstrating a rather bl oww th-the-wi nd stand. At
that time, she was with the now defunct Sermangat 46.

In a nutshell, she started out as Umo Wanita deputy chief but left in
1989 to joi n Senangat 46. She returned to Umo in 1996 and |l eft again to
join Keadilan this year.
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