10 AUG 1999
Kadir-Fair
MASS WEDDI NG TO MARK START OF MALAYSI A FAI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 10 (Bernama) -- A mass weddi ng event involving
couples of the various races will mark the start of the 13th Ml aysia Fair
at the Bukit Jalil sports conplex here on Sept 11.

Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir said
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad woul d officiate at the nass
weddi ng, the first of its kind to be held here.

He said the couples, comng fromthe various states in the country,
woul d be feted by state cultural troupes and local artistes with the event
to cone to a close with the cutting of the "pulut kuning" weddi ng cake.

"Some of the couples are really getting married while sone others are
there in a nmake-believe for the event," he told a press conference on the
Sept 11-25 Mal aysia Fair here today.

Abdul Kadir said the normally two-week | ong Mal aysia Fair woul d be held
for one nmonth fromnext year and expanded throughout the country.

"W want tourists in various parts of the country to participate as
well in the Malaysia Fair activities," he said.

Anong the activities planned for the Malaysia Fair are arts and
cul tural shows, cooking and food sal es.

Some 20 hotels here will also be participating in this year's fair

Abdul Kadir said at the opening of the Malaysia Fair, Dr Mahathir would
al so | aunch the donestic tourismcanpai gn which would run until Decenber
2000.

He said efforts were al so being pursued to get hotel operators in the
country to offer domestic tourists | ower roomrates conpared to rates given
to foreign tourists.

He said the Mnistry had al so requested all state governnments to set up
canpi ng parks equi pped with the basic necessities in order to further
pronote donmestic tourism
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