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Mastering English is crucial in the age of technol ogy

Lee Lam Thye

EVERY Mal aysi an who subscribes to reason and logic will share the vi ew of
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad that | earning the English

| anguage shoul d not be made an issue when it is used to ensure the

nati on's devel opnent.

After chairing a di al ogue with students at Universiti Kebangsaan
Mal aysia recently, the Prime M ni ster said | earning English does not make
one |l ess nationalistic.

On the contrary it could reinforce the spirit of nationalism

Dr Mahathir's frank comments on English shoul d be accepted by al
Mal aysi ans who want the nation to progress.

It should no | onger be regarded as t he | anguage of the English people
but as a universal |anguage which it is to our advantage to know and
nmast er.

It is essential for the Government to adopt an open-m nded approach
t owar ds any | anguage whi ch can contri bute to Mal aysia' s progress while
remai ning fi rmon Bahasa Mal aysi a's position as the national |anguage.

However, we nust al so accept that in this technol ogi cal age, know edge
of one |l anguage is insufficient.

W learn and use English as it is an international |anguage for science
and technol ogy, busi ness and comer ce.

We should strive to be bilingual or even multi-Ilingual now that nost of
us, particularly the younger generation, have nmast ered Bahasa Ml aysi a.

Mal aysi ans may | ose out in information and technol ogy in the new
mllenniumif they are not proficient in English

This i s because npst conputer software in the market is in English
Proficiency in the | anguage i s necessary not only to achi eve the
obj ectives of Vision 2020 but also to fulfil the aimof becom ng a
regional centre for education

Speci al adviser to the Prime Mnister Tan Sri Razali Ismail once said:
"English must not be feared if you want to be in the thick of things
rat her than stuck on the fringe

"At the beginning, this fear of English subsum ng the national | anguage
coul d have been justified, but not after 40 years of independence."

| subscribe to Razali's views for the ability to | earn and naster
Engli sh or Mandarin shoul d be seen as a progressive nove to i mprove our
know edge and experti se.

The fear of the English | anguage, which many still regard as a | egacy of
British colonialism is clearly m spl aced.

More needs to be done to convince parents and students, particularly
those in the rural areas, about the i mportance of | earning the | anguage.

The Governnment, | believe, has realised that many rural students, even
uni versi ty undergraduates, are deficient in English

The use of English, its teaching and | earni ng nust be viewed froma
macro |l evel and in the | ocal context, it should be taught and | earnt for
its utilitarian purpose.

We nust ensure our schools, colleges and universities play a nore active
role in the | earning and mastery of Engli sh.

Englishis alsoavital tool inforeign affairs. Young di pl omats nust
make an effort to master the | anguage to be effective in negotiating
treaties or agreenents.
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