02 MAY 1999
Abdul | ah- Muhammad
MAT TAI B'S UWNO POST TO BE DECI DED TOVIORROW

LUMUT, May 2 (Bernamm) -- Forner Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri
Muhammad Muhamad Tai b's post in Umo will be decided by the party's Suprene
Counci|l (MI) neeting tonorrow, Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahnmad Badawi sai d today.

He said the Umo Managenent and Disciplinary Conmittee had studied the
letter seeking to resume duties as a party vice president subnmitted by
Muhammad as wel|l as the docunents and report needed to be tabled at the MI
nmeeting tonorrow which will be chaired by party president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad.

Besi des Muhammad' s case, the comrittee will also table other cases
i nvol ving party menbers as well as all decisions nade by the comrmittee for
del i beration and decision by the MI, he told reporters after opening the
Lurmmut Umo di vi sional del egates neeting at the Manjung District Hall at
Seri Manj ung, near here.

When asked on Muhamad's chances of being allowed to resunme his duties
as party vice president, Abdullah said: "I don't want to speculate on his
(Muhammad' s) chances...let ne give ny views to the M."

"Don't nake ne give ny views ahead of the M discussion," he said.

Abdul | ah, who is also Umo vice president and carrying out the
functions of deputy president, said Muhanmad, who had been freed of al
charges by the Attorney-Ceneral last nonth, had informed him(Abdul | ah) of
the AG s decision and had witten to the Managenent and Di sciplinary
Conmi tt ee.

"W had received the letter and understand that Muhammad' s case nust be
decided by the MI itself as the case involved his position as party vice
president,"” he said.

Muhamuad, 53, resigned as Menteri Besar in April 1997 and was
subsequently granted | eave fromperform ng the vice-president's duties by
the council pending the settlenent of his court cases.

This followed his detention at the Brisbane airport at the end of 1996
for failing to declare currency worth RM.9 nmillion. In May | ast year, a
court in Australia cleared Muhanmad of the charge.

On April 10 ,the Attorney-Ceneral decided to drop the appeal agai nst
the High Court's decision to acquit and di scharge Muhanmad on a charge of
failing to declare assets belonging to himand his famly.

On his nationw de tour, Abdullah said he found that the spirit of Umo
menbers to strengthen the party was high despite the difficulties faced by
the party.

It was very conforting to note there was such awareness anong the
nmenbers and conceded that there was still rmuch to be done to enhance the
party's effectiveness, he said.

In fact, he said, Umo nenbers had worked hard throughout unlike the
case for sone newy energing political parties.

Umo had al ways served to bring devel opnent to the people, and had
al ways i npl enent ed vari ous programmes irrespective of the season, he said.

On the other hand, he said, the opposition parties only energed or
becane active only for the general election.
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