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EX- DI PLOVAT WARNS AUSSI ES OF "ASI A FATI GUE"

By: Neville D Cruz

MELBOURNE, May 9 (Bernamm) -- Australians nust avoid "Asia fatigue”
because of recent political turnoil and the econom ¢ downturn in East Asia,
a former Secretary of the Australian Foreign Affairs and Trade, Richard
Wiol cott, said at the weekend.

"To many Australians, some of our northern neighbours, especially
| ndonesi a, now seem stormtossed on a sea of distasteful troubles,"” he
wote in the "Australian Financil Review'

"Vi ol ent i ndependence novenents in several other countries such as the
Phili ppi nes, Sri Lanka and Papua New Gui nea continue and rai se the spectre
of the possible fragnentation of the existing systemof states in the
region.

"As for Mal aysia, a negative inmage of Dr Mahathir, as an autocrat who
is about to be toppled because Anwar | brahim his forner deputy -- depicted
as a liberal denocratic national hero -- has been jailed by a corrupt
judiciary on trunped up charges to serve Mahathir's political ends, has
been wi dely pronoted in Australia."

Wbol cott went on to comrent on the political situation in the
Phi | i ppi nes, Japan, Myanmar, North Korea, |ndia, China and Pakistan, al
having a negative imge in Australia.

"I nstead of observing a generally stable and prosperous region, today
Australians see a range of ugly and di stasteful events and problens from
I ndia to Papua New Gui nea," he said.

"I ndeed, a new formof political correctness has arisen. It is now
al nost fashionable to disniss Asian values, to forget the progress East
Asi an countries nade over the three decades until 1997 and to indulge in
strident criticismof events in neighbouring countries, especially
| ndonesi a and Mal aysi a."

Whol cott, a former anmbassador to Jakarta, said Australia' s first policy
priority nmust be Indonesia's economc recovery and political stability.
This nmust al so be the focus of regional countries other than Australi a.

"The Philippines, Thailand, South Korea, Ml aysia and I ndonesia wil|l
recover economcally and resune growth. Indonesia will not fragnent, even
if civil stife continues.

"When I ndonesia recovers, Asean will regain its influence in regiona
affairs.

"At this tinme, Australia should be strengthening, not weakening, the
national consensus that our main strategic, economc and politica
interests still lie -- and will continue tolie -- with the countries of
East Asia and the Pacific," he said.

Wool cott said the present situation in the region actually offered
Australia an opportunity.

"Wth our western background, our international outl ook, our East Asian
| ocation and a strong econony, we shoul d engage nore -- not less -- fully
with the region. W cannot build a fence around Australi a.

"The choice is ours. The (Howard) Government should give the | ead. W
must show we are not fair weather friends whatever probl ens our nei ghbours
face.

"I't would be tragic if, through a nasty m x of disenchant nent,
bel l'i gerence, shortsightedness and, in sone cases, |atent racismand
i solationismin the wider community, we were to turn our backs on this
opportunity.



"W nust continue to maintain a synpathetic and constructive
i nvol vement in our region," he said.
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