16 JUL 1999

MAHATHI R CHAI RS | SLAM C AFFAI RS COUNCI L MEETI NG

PUTRAJAYA, July 16 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today chaired the 40th neeting of the National Council for Islamc
Affairs at the Prine Mnister's Department here.

The nmeeting di scussed efforts to intensify propagation of Islamand to
check the spread of deviationist teachings anong Miuslins, a statement from
the Ofice of the Prime Mnister said.

A proposal to conduct a Sijil Tinggi Agama Mal aysia (STAM (Ml aysi an
H gher Islamic Certificate) exam nati on was al so di scussed, said the
statenent issued after the neeting.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi and M nister in
the Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Paduka Dr Abdul Hamid O hnman al so
attended the neeting which |asted nore than two hours.

Menteris Besar Tan Sri Wan Mokhtar Ahmad (Terengganu), Tan Sri Ram i
Ngah Talib (Perak), Tan Sri Mhanmed |sa Abdul Sanmad (Negeri Senbil an),

Dat uk Adnan Yaakob (Pahang) and Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassim (Perlis) were
al so present.

O hers present were Chief Mnisters Datuk Seri Abu Zahar |snin (Ml aka)
and Datuk Gsu Haji Sukam (Sabah) and representatives of the other nenteris
besar or chief mnisters.

Director-General of the Islam c Advancenent Departmnent Datuk Abdul
Ham d Zai nal Abidin also took part in the neeting.
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