25 FEB 1999
Mahat hi r - MCA
MCA HAS PLAYED A PCSI Tl VE ROLE, SAYS THE PRI ME M NI STER

KUALA LUMPUR, 25 Feb (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the MCA has played a positive role and contri buted
significantly towards national devel opnent and solidarity since its
i nception 50 years ago

Dr Mahat hir, who is al so Bari san Nasi onal (BN) chairman and Umo
president, hoped that the party would continue with its political struggle
with nore vigour in the interest of the nation and peopl e.

As a united and stable political party, MCA was also able to play an
effective role in various projects and activities that benefited the
country and the peopl e, he said.

He said this in his nessage published in a book in conjunction with the
50t h anniversary of the MCA | aunched by its president, Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Li ong Si k, here today.

"Congratul ations to the MCA on its achi evenents and contri butions al
these years," said Dr Mahathir.

He said the MCA had been a conponent party of the Alliance before the
country achi eved i ndependence and later in the BN until today.

"As a political party representing the interests of the Chinese
community in the country, MCA had carried out its responsibilities well and
was al ways worki ng together with the other BN conponent parties to ensure
political stability," he said.

In his message, Dr Ling said the MCA would strive harder to ensure that
Mal aysi a continued to enjoy political stability, prosperity and devel opnent
in the years to conme so that the objective of Vision 2020 woul d be
achi eved.

The Transport Mnister said MCA would al so continue with its cause for
the nation and the people and nove in line with the changes that were
taking place to ensure a better future for everyone.

Speaking to reporters after the function, Dr Ling hoped the 384-page
book coul d be nade as a guide for all conmunities particularly students
keen on the history of Malaysia's politics.

The book, witten in Mandarin, showcased the history of the MCA and its
struggles since its inception on Feb 27, 1949 till today.

Dr Ling said the book would be translated into English and Bahasa
Mel ayu so that all races in the country could read it.

Asked on the MCA' s chances of fielding candidates in the Sabah state
el ections on March 12 and 13, he said it would de deternined by Dr
Mahat hi r.

"W will know about it in a day or two," he said.

He said cabinet mniters fromthe MCA were frequently making trips to
Sabah to neet with the people and explain the past and future neasures by
the federal governnment to help the people in the state.

He said the MCA had proven that it was an inportant |ink between the
federal and state governments.
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