22/ 01/ 1999

MCA pl ans to field candi dates

PETALI NG JAYA, Thurs. - The MCA plans to contest the forthcom ng Sabah
el ections as the party is confident of getting full support fromits
20, 000 nenmbers in the State.

Its secretary-general Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said toni ght the existence
of the Sabah Progressive Party and Li beral Denocratic Party woul d not
deter the MCA fromcontesting in the State.

On the contrary, he said the conbination of these three parties could
further strengthen Barisan Nasi onal .

"Maybe party Ais strong in a particular area and party B is outstanding
in another. So, the conbination of these three parties will further
strengthen the State Barisan Nasional," he said after officiating at the
13t h anni versary of the Jee Gong Buddha at Kol ej Bandar Ut ana.

Ti ng, who i s al so Housi ng and Local Governnent M nister, was earlier
asked i f the MCA woul d enul at e Gerakan's deci sion in not contesting the
Sabah el ecti ons.

At present, the MCAis represented in the State Assenbly by Api Api
St at e Assenbl yman Dat uk Chau Tet Onn. There are ei ght Chinese-mgjority
constituencies in the State.

The ot her five BN conponent parties in the State are Umo, Parti
Denokrati k Sabah, Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah, Angkatan Keadil an Rakyat and
M C.

In wel com ng Gerakan's deci sion not to contest the el ections, State
Bari san Nasi onal chairman and Chi ef M nister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok sai d:
"The BN is thankful to conmponent parties which will not be contesting the
next el ections as we have nmany parties i n Sabah. Woever deci des not to
contest is good news for us."

Ting said the MCA had yet to receive any indication on the nunber seats
the party woul d be al | ocat ed.

"W will leave it to the Prine Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad)
as the Barisan Nasional chairman to decide on the nunmber of seats.

"Whet her we are given one, two or three seats, or not given any at all,
we will still give our support to the Barisan Nasional in the elections,”
he said.

On the party's elections to be held in July, Ting said it was too early
to comment on whet her there would be a contest.

"Party el ections are secondary, the Sabah el ections are nore inportant,”
he said.

MCA menbers who wish to vie for positions in the MCA central committee
can begi n publicity or pronotional canpai gns now al t hough nom nati ons wil |
only be on July 12.

Mermbers are all owed to contest all party posts, including the
president's post.

The branch el ecti ons have been schedul ed for April 18 while the
divisional elections will be on May 16 and the central conmittee el ections
on July 17.

The MCA general assenbly will be held on July 17 and 18 i n Kual a Lunpur.
Briefings for all division and branch | eaders will be on March 13.

The MCA has 838, 000 nenbers with 303, 000, or 36 per cent, of themwonen.
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