14 MAR 1999
MCA- Sabah
MCA W LL CONTI NUE TO SERVE SABAH PECPLE DESPI TE ELECTI ON DEFEAT

KUALA LUMPUR, March 14 (Bernama) -- The MCA will continue to serve the
Sabah peopl e despite the defeat of its sole candidate in the Api-Api
constituency in the state el ection yesterday, its secretary-general Datuk
Dr Ting Chew Peh sai d today.

MCA Federal and state | eaders would continue to be of service to the
Sabah peopl e, he said when conmenting on the defeat of the MCA candi date
Dat uk Chau Tet On.

Earlier Ting presided at an MCA El ection Steering Cormittee briefing on
the com ng party elections at Wsma MCA here.

"The MCA will see to it that MCA Federal mnisters visited Sabah to
hel p the people in areas under their jurisdiction," he said.

The MCA woul d al so do a post nortemon its defeat in Api-Api, he added.

Chau polled 5,963 votes against the 9,146 obtai ned by his nearest rival
Dr Yee Moh Chai of the Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS)

"Event hough the MCA was defeated, we will continue to try again," he
sai d.

"W did the best we can but still lost. W respect the decision of the
voters in Api-Api," he added.

On the BN victory, he said the Sabah voters had made a w se choi ce and
it reflected their determ nation to ensure continued stability, peace and
prosperity.

"More inmportant it is also an endorsenent of the | eadership of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahmad Badawi , " he sai d.

"The MCA wi shes to congratul ate the Sabah Bari san Nasi onal and the
Prime M nister and Deputy Prinme Mnister on this resounding victory," he
sai d.

In TERENGGANU, | nternational Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri
Raf i dah Aziz said the Barisan Nasional's big victory was beyond
expect ation.

"W expected to win easily but not to the extent of winning 31 seats
and together with the six nom nated seats we will have a big majority in
the assenbly,"” she said after opening a |lam nation and dry kil n owned by
Lati tude Tree Hol di ngs Berhad, at Ajil about 50km from Kual a Ter engganu

Terengganu Menteri Besar Tan Sri VWan Mokhtar Ahmad said the support
gi ven by Umo and ot her BN | eaders from outsi de Sabah had contributed to
the big wn.

The vote reflected the people's realisation that the state could not
devel op without the support of the Federal Governnent, he added.
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