07 DEC 1999
MCA- Pul au Pi nang
MCA RESTRAI NS | TSELF OVER PCLI Tl CAL SI TUATI ON I N PULAU PI NANG

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 7 (Bernama) -- The MCA will restrain itself over the
current political situation in Pulau Pinang follow ng the resignation of
two Gerakan state assenbl ynen, MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik
sai d today.

He said the MCA Presidential Council decided at its neeting today that
the party woul d exercise extrene restraint over the Pulau Pinang situation
whi ch he described as a little bit "bubbly", in the interest of the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) and stability in the state.

"As far as the MCA is concerned, the party will continue to exercise
great restraint. W are going to restrain ourselves fromquarrelling
publicly over too many provocations that we feel are uncalled for and
unwarranted," he told reporters after chairing the neeting at his office
her e.

He said the MCA was nore concerned to see the whol e situation cool down
and the state governnent formed very quickly and get down to work
i medi atel y.

"W are not going to add to all the talk that are going on now," he
sai d.

State assenbl ynen for Bayan Lepas, Lim Chien Aun and Datuk Keramat, Lim
Boo Chang resigned fromthe party on Dec 2 and consi dered t hensel ves as
| ndependent s under the Barisan Nasional (BN)

Asked whet her the council had di scussed the adni ssion of the two Lins
and if both of them had applied to join the MCA, Dr Ling said he had not
recei ved any applications fromthem

"It is premature to discuss it. Once we received (their applications),
definitely we will discuss it,"” he said.

Asked on the MCA s proposal for the posts of four ministers, six deputy
mnisters and two parliamentary secretaries, Dr Ling said he had presented
the party's list to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

"I have presented our (MCA) part to Dr Mahathir and the PM has the
final prerogative,” he said.

On whether there will be any surprises in the MCA cabinet |ine-up, he
said the party had not asked for any change and presuned it woul d be
mai nt ai ned.

However, he said there would be changes in the deputy mnisters' posts.

On other matters discussed at the neeting, Dr Ling said the council had
agreed to accept the resignation of Datuk LimAh Lek as the MCA state
chai rman for Pahang and Per ak.

Lim Ah Lek, who is the MCA deputy president, did not seek re-election
in the Nov 29 general election.

Dr Ling said the party sincerely thanked himfor his services and
contributions especially for Pahang, where he served for many years.

He said the council had appoi nted Datuk Ong Ka Chuan as t he new Perak
state chairman and Dat uk Chan Kong Choy as Pahang state chairnan

"Wt are confident that both of themw |l continue the good work and
i nprove the situation at both states," he said.

Dr Ling said the MCA al so thanked all party nenbers and the people for
supporting the party and the BN in the | ast general election and prom sed
that the party would not fail them

"Any prom ses that we have given, we are going to get down to work very
very soon to fulfil those pronises," he said.



Asked on the "kharaj" tax on non-Mislinms inposed by the new PAS-1ed
Terengganu government, Dr Ling said the party's | egal experts were | ooking
intoit and would brief the presidential council on the matter.

"It is sonething that we have to take very seriously...all the

i nplications, so our legal experts will study the matter and come back to
us quickly,"™ he said.
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