08/ 12/ 1999
MCA seeks status quo (HL)

Ai non Mohd; Abdul Razak Ahmad; Marhal i m Abas

PUTRAJAYA, Tues. - The MCA today was confident that its share of Cabi net
mnisters will be maintained in the |ine-up expected to be announced by
the Prime Mnister soon.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the party's |ist,
presented to Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, made no additional request.
It asked for the present number - four mnisters, six deputy mnisters and
two parliamentary secretaries.

"We didn't ask for nmore positions, so | presune the nunber will be
mai ntained," Dr Ling told a Press conference after chairing the MCA
presidential council meeting at the Transport Mnistry.

In the previous Cabinet, MCA representatives were entrusted with the
M nistries of Transport, Human Resources, Housi ng and Local Governnent,
and Heal t h.

Anong the nanes said to feature in the MCAlist is that of Deputy
Educati on M ni st er Dat uk Fong Chan Onn who nay be nmade Human Resour ces
M ni ster, taking over fromDatuk LimAh Lek who did not contest in the
general el ection.

Deputy Energy, Commruni cations and Miul ti nmedi a M ni ster Dat uk Chan Kong
Choy i s expected to take over fromFong as Deputy Educati on M nister, and
Serenban MP Dat uk Hon Choon Kimis tipped to replace Chan.

Transport Mnistry parliamentary secretary Datuk Chor Chee Heung may
t ake over fromDat uk Wng See Wah as Deputy Fi nance M ni ster whil e Dat uk
Ong Ka Tingis likely to be retained as Deputy Hone M ni ster.

Specul ation intensified as Dr Mahathir continued his neetings with BN
federal and State | eaders to finalise the Cabinet and State Gover nnent
l'i ne-ups.

Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Seri Osu Sukam who net Dr Mahathir
yest erday, had requested for a bigger representation in the Federal
Cabi net .

The State traditionally has two representatives in the Cabinet: the
M ni ster of Land and Co-operative Devel opnment and a M nister in the Prinme
M ni ster's Departnent.

Anong State | eaders who were seen at the Prime M nister's conpl ex here
were Negri Senbilan Umo State |iaison chief and Menteri Besar Tan Sri
Mohanad | sa Abdul Samad, who arrived at 9. 30am

Leaving the prem ses at 12. 05pm |sa refused to conment on his second
strai ght day of neetings at Putrajaya. It was not inmediately known
whet her he net the Prinme Mnister or his deputy.

However, it is believed that there were sonme outstanding matters
regardi ng the fornmati on of the Negri Senbil an State Governnment whi ch had
to be sorted out.

Li kel y Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Syed Razak Syed Zai n Barakhbah, who net
Dr Mahat hir yesterday, was al so at Putrajaya this norning.

He was quot ed by Bernama as saying that his second neeting with the
Prime M nister was to di scuss "various natters," but declined to confirm
or deny specul ati on that he woul d be the next Menteri Besar.

Former Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Gsman Arof f was al so seen entering
the Prime Mnister's office.

O hers seen there were Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman and
Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahrud.

It isreliably learnt that Abdul Ghani cane to finalise the list of



St at e Exco menbers whil e Abdul Tai b had di scussed with the Prime M nister
t he quot a of Federal ministers fromSarawak. Dr Mahathir began his series
of neetings with BN | eaders and Menteri s Besar yesterday. Among t hose who
met hi mwas Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Chazali.
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