06 OCT 1999

MCA SUPPORTS ACTI ON AGAI NST KARPAL SI NGH

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 6 (Bernama) -- The MCA today said that the
Atttorney- General should consider taking appropriate action agai nst | awer
Karpal Singh for inplying that the governnent had tried to poison forner
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

H s statenent should be taken seriously as it affected the credibility
of the country's | eaders in the eyes of the world, MCA President Datuk Seri
Dr Ling Liong Sik said.

"Anyone who comits an offence or nakes fal se allegations causing the
country to | ose econom c opportunities like a fall in tourist arrivals or
investnents is indeed serious and should be viewed seriously," Dr Ling told
reporters.

He was commenting on the statenent by the Prine Mnister that the
governnent was contenpl ati ng action agai nst the | awyer follow ng proposals
tothis effect.

Dr Mahathir on returning froman overseas trip had told an airport
press conference that it was slanderous to claimthat the Governemnt had
tried to poison Anwar.

The former Deputy Prine Mnister is serving a six-year jail sentence
for corruption and is now facing a sodony trial.

The Hi gh Court on Sept 10 Sept had directed that Anwar be given a
medi cal check-up following his |awer's claimthat he was suffering from
ar seni ¢ poi soni ng.

Yesterday the court was informed by the hospital authorities that there
were no signs of acute or chronic arsenic poisoning in Anwar.
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