10 NOV 1999

MDP TO FI ELD CANDI DATES | N SEVERAL STATES

KLANG, Nov 10 (Bernama) -- The newly regi stered Ml aysi an Denocratic
Party (MDP) expects to contest in several states in the com ng general
el ection, its organising secretary, Chua Kow Eng, said today.

The party would only field candidates in areas where it was really
organi sed and had strong nenbershi p, he said, nam ng Sel angor, Kual a
Lunpur, Negeri Semnbilan, Perak, Pulau Pinang and Sabah.

"We have already submitted our election logo to the El ecti on Comm ssion
10 days ago for approval," he told Bernanma when contacted by tel ephone. The
party's registrati on was approved | ast nonth.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad today announced that the
Parliament and state assenblies woul d be di ssol ved sinultaneously tonorrow
to pave the way for the country's 1O h general election

Chua, the Bandar Kl ang assenbl yman, resigned fromthe DAP in February
this year together with a few other party stalwarts, citing di sagreenent
with the way the party was being run by its secretary-General, LimKit
Si ang, and fornmed the MDP

Foll owi ng his resignation, he declared hinself an independent
representative in the Sel angor state assenbly, shrinking the DAP's strength
inthe assenbly fromthree seats to two.

Asked about the party's nenbership strength, Chua said it had yet to be
ascertai ned as nenbership fornms despatched to several states have yet to
cone in.
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