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MEANI NGFUL CHRI STMAS FOR M SI ANS W TH | MPROVI NG ECONOMWY, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 24 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said Mal aysia's recovery fromthe crippling economic crisis of 1997
gi ves speci al significance to Mal aysians celebrating the last Christmas of
the century tonorrow.

The econom ¢ turnaroud would al so add to the rejoicing of Christians as
they usher the new mllennium the prine mnister said in his customary
Chri st mas nessage

"We shoul d be thankful that Mal aysians at | arge have been spared from
undesi rabl e consequences," he said referring to the devastation that
wr ecked some countries as an aftermath of the econonic crisis, including
ethnic and religious viol ence.

Christmas cel ebrations in Mal aysi a have al ways been joyous because of
the strong racial and religious harnony which was not all jeopardi sed by
the econonic crisis, Dr Mahathir said.

The prinme minister said Mal aysia, adopting its own neasures, including
capital controls, had warded of f attacks on the stock and currency narkets
by foreign manipul ators.

"Al though others nostly belittle our capabilities, we've proven that
wi th conviction we can acconplish whatever we set out to do.

"W should be proud of our capabilities. We had no need for foreign
interference or tutelage in determ ning our destiny," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the people's solid support made the government all the
nmore deternmined to strive for greater national advancenent and saf eguard
the country fromattenpts to negate its achi evenents.

"Clearly, the steps taken by the government to narrow the progress gap
bet ween conmuniti es have been fruitful and have efffectively dimnished the
possibility of racial tension arising fromecononic disparity,” he said.

The prime minister urged Mal aysians to visit one another saying that
al t hough Muslins are observing Ramadan and coul d not enjoy daytine neals
they could still call on Christians friends in the spirit of yuletide.

Dr Mahathir and wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali wi shed
Christians a nmerry Chri stnas.
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