10 FEB 1999
Court - Anwar
MEDI A BARRED FROM PUBLI SHI NG ANVMAR' S TESTI MONY ON CONVERSATI ONS

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 10 (Bername) -- The Hi gh Court here today directed
the nedia not to publish the court testinony of forner Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mabout his conversation with Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.

Justice Datuk S. Augustine Paul also barred the media from publishing
Anwar's evidence relating to his conversation with the fornmer
| nspect or - General of Police Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Noor.

"I'"'mgoing to direct the press not to publish it until the court makes
a final ruling on it pending proof of the statenments allegedly nade by the
two persons to the accused in so far as to what they said were concerned,"
sai d Paul .

He made the ruling after Anwar's counsel, Raja Aziz Addruse inforned
the court that the defence was unsure whether they wanted to call Dr
Mahat hir and Abdul Rahimas their w tnesses.

Paul said the sane ruling would apply to Anwar's testinmony regarding a
cabi net minister.

Earlier in the norning session, Anwar testified that he had "a few
conversations" with Dr Mahathir and Abdul Rahi mregarding the investigation
into the allegations of his sexual nisconduct.

Anwar nentioned the contents of the conversations which pronpted the
prosecution, led by Attorney-CGeneral Tan Sri Mhtar Abdullah, to issue a
series of objections.

At the outset of the trial which resuned after |unch-break, Paul asked
Raj a Azi z the purpose of the defence in bringing up the conversati ons.

Raja Aziz replied that as far as the | GP was concerned, it was to show
the attitude of the police at that particular tine.

"And so far as the PMis concerned, that was a followup to the meeting
with the | GP where he advi sed the accused that the problemarising fromthe
i nvestigation should be settled by Anwar directly with the PM" Raja Aziz
sai d.

The judge then told the defence that his purpose of asking the question
was to know whet her they (the defence) were going to call Dr Mahathir and
Abdul Rahi mas witnesses as the statenents were nade by them

Paul said unless they were called as witnesses, Anwar's evi dence on the
conversations would remain a "hearsay".

"If it is to showthe state of mnd of the PMand the 1GP, then it is
adm ssable in court, if not, it's inadm ssable,” he said.

Raja Aziz then told the court that the defence nmight call Dr Mhathir
and Abdul Rahi mas wi tnesses.

Anwar then resurmed his testimony on the third day of his defence on
four charges of corrupt practice in the trial which entered its 53rd day.

In his evidence, Anwar denied he had used his office and his positions
as the Deputy Prime Mnister and Mnister of Finance to obtain the
"kenyat aan urmuni’ (general statements) fromUmm Hafilda Ali and Azi zan Abu
Bakar regarding the all egations.

Umi wote the letter "Perihal Salah Laku Ti nbal an Perdana Menteri"
(the misconduct of the deputy prinme mnister) which was sent to the PM
together with Azizan's sworn statenment alleging that he was sodoni sed by
Anwar .

After Raja Aziz inforned the court that he had finished his
exam nation-in-chief with Anwar, Senior Deputy Public Prosecutor Datuk



Abdul Gani Patail applied to the court to start the cross-exam ning
tonorrow at 9am

Paul allowed Abdul Gani's application and court was adjourned at
3. 30pm
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