11/11/ 1999
Meetings to finalise candi dates

Mar hal i m Abas; Abdul Razak Ahmad

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said he woul d

i medi ately start neeting the 14 Bari san Nasi onal conponent party | eaders
to finalise the list of candidates for the general election.

Speaki ng after chairing a one-hour meeting of the BN Suprenme Council at
the Putra Wrl d Trade Centre tonight, the coalition's chairman said a
general consensus on the division of seats had been reached.

"There is no change unless we are forced to," he said.

He added he woul d al so neet all Umo State Liaison chiefs and Chi ef
M nisters for the |ist of candidates for the State Assenbly seats.

Asked when he expected the neetings to begin, Dr Mahathir said: "From
now onwar ds. .. because there are many | have to neet... 14 parties and from
13 States.”

The neeting toni ght al so di scussed the di ssol ution of Parliament and the
State Legislative Assenblies, and "why an early di ssol ution of Parlianent
was deci ded.

"We agreed that we will contest as the Bari san Nasional; we will use BN
banners, BN flags and t he BN synbol. No ot her synbol will be used," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir al so said there was a possibility of a suppl enentary BN
mani festo for Sabah and Sarawak, although no decision had yet been made on
it.

"W will have one nmani festo for all, but because there are certain | ocal
i ssues which night be of interest only for Sabah and Sar awak, they mni ght
have a suppl enentary nani f est o whi ch does not clash with the overall
mani festo,” he added.

Asked what woul d be the main i ssues whi ch woul d be used by the BN, the
Prime Mnister said the BNdid not use i ssues but | ooked at its overall
achi evenent s.

"Qur issue is to set up a strong and good Governnent that will be good
for everyone and the whol e country," said Dr Mahathir.
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