15 MAY 1999
Mahat hi r - Mega
MEGA PRQIECTS NOT SEEN AS SUCH I N FUTURE

KUALA LUMPUR, May 15 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d nega projects inplenented by the government will not be seen
as such in future

"VWhat is seen as a nmega project noww |l then be considered small in
anot her 10 or 20 years. All devel opnment projects are not mega projects nor
a waste, they are the efforts of a forward | ooki ng government,” he said in
openi ng the National Youth Day assenbly at the Putra Stadiumin Bukit Jali
her e today.

He said the people night raise questions now on projects being
i mpl enment ed which were without long-termplanning for their inability to
neet the needs of the people.

Dr Mahathir said facilities are still limted despite the country
progressing well and the people's rising incomne.

He said all facilities would be fully utilised as the country is
experiencing rapid devel opnment coupled with a popul ati on increase.

"I'n 2009, Malaysia's population is expected to rise to 29 mllion
people and by that tine all the facilities built today will be fully
utilised by the people," he said.

Dr Mahathir said facilities built today are for the use of the future
generati on.

He said projects, such as the Kuala Lunpur International Airport
(KLI A), were |ong-termgovernmnment planning and not nega projects which | ead
t o wast age.

He gave exanpl es of the construction of the international airport in
Subang (now renanmed Sul tan Abdul Aziz Shah International Airport) and
Mer deka Stadi um built when Ml aysi a achi eved i ndependence and which were
then criticised as a wast age.

Dr Mahathir said the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah International Airport could
no | onger handle the rise in passenger capacity and the governnent thus
built the KLIA which could handle a capacity of up to 125 million
passengers a year in future

"We have our Vision 2020 and we pl an devel opnents for the long term
Vision 2020 is not put forward in the interest of its originators as by
then, the originators would no | onger be alive," he said.

He added that |eaders who planned devel opnents for their own benefit
wer e shal | ow- m nded as such pl annings did not take into account the
interests of the future generation.
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