15 DEC 1999

MELAKA HOPES TO ERADI CATE HARDCCORE POVERTY BY 2001

MELAKA, Dec 15 (Bernama) -- Abject poverty in Melaka can be conpletely
eradi cated by 2001, Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mhaned Ali Rustam said
t oday.

He said there were now only 149 hardcore poor famlies in the state and
efforts were underway to raise their standard of |iving.

"I"mconfident that by the year 2001, Melaka will succeed in achieving
its zero-harcore poor target,” he told reporters after chairing a neeting
of the state executive council.

Mohaned Ali said the neeting decided that all exco nenbers nust declare
their assets by the end of January.

The decl aration forms should be subrmitted to himfirst before being
sent to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Mohaned Ali said the state government al so decided that there be a
single Hari Raya Aidil Fitri celebration by governnent departnents,
agenci es and subsidiaries of the state governnment to save time and noney.

"W no | onger want every departnent, agency and subsidiary to hold
separate celebrations...this tine we will coordinate things and there wll
be one single celebration at the Seri Negeri Banquet Hall," he added.
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