29 DEC 1999
Recl amati on
MELAKA TO RECLAI M 3, 000 HA FROM SEA

MELAKA, Dec 29 (Bernama) -- Melaka is to reactivate |long-stalled sea
recl amati on of 2,835 ha upon approval of the environment inpact assessnent
reports for the 19 projects invol ved.

Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mhaned Ali Rustam said he had directed al
agencies to assist in alleviating antici pated probl ens especially of people
af fected by the projects.

"Uppernost is that all these projects should not cause fl oodi ng and
envi ronnmental degradation,”" he told reporters after chairing the weekly
state executive council neeting here today.

Recl amat i on was supposed to cover the coastline stretching from
Merlimau to Kual a Linggi but so far only 10 per cent had been carried out
bet ween Bandar Hilir and Tengkera here.

Mohamed Ali said authorities would all ow contractors to comence work
only after they have conpl et ed hydrol ogi cal and hydrographi cal studies,
anong the 25 conditions.

The proposed recl amati on woul d al so i nvol ve creating 13 nan- made
islands to ninimse adverse effects on the environnmental especially for the
protection of coastal nmangrove swanps.

Mohanmed Ali al so disclosed that he woul d assune t he presidency of the
Mel aka muni ci pal council, taking over froma civil servant and the nove was
endorsed by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

The nove, which will see council president Haris Hassan beconi ng deputy
council president, was to streanline and consolidate the running of the
muni ci pal council, he added.
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