11/10/ 1999
Menmber s hel ped Kobena ride out crisis: Dollah

Ei r mal asar e Bani

DEPUTY Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi yesterday said the
commi t ment of nenbers nade possi bl e t he Nati onal Youth Cooperative Bhd
(Kobena)'s success in culling its debts fromRW00 mllionto RM39 nmillion
| ast year.

Abdul I ah, who was Kobena's founder and chairman from1976 to 1982, said
despite faci ng such huge debts, depositors' unfaltered confidence hel ped
Kobena overcone t he probl em

Kobena went through sone restructuring and rehabilitation begi nning 1992
follow ng the cooperatives fiasco of the | ate 1980s.

Si nce t hen, Kobena's depositors have increased to al nost 40,000 with
deposits valued at RM® mi|lion, conpared with 16, 000 depositors val ued at
RM6 million in 1992.

"Looki ng at Kobena's problemat that time, al nost everybody t hought that

t he cooperative was goi ng down," Abdul | ah sai d when of ficiating at

Kobena' s 15th general assenbly in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Kobena' s chi ef executive Datuk Dr Mohd Fuad Ahnmad said the cooperative
has cone up with a five-year plan (1999-2004) to strengthen its

operati ons.

"Kobena al so plans to restructure its adm nistration so that the
cooperative can be managed professionally, inline with the current

devel opnent, " Mhd Fuad sai d.

Anong ot hers, he said, Kobena plans to venture into other industries

i ncluding informationtechnol ogy, agricul ture and manuf act uri ng.

The cooperative is nowin the process of setting up a "hol di ng conpany"
to inplement and nmonitor its business activities.

Meanwhi | e, speaking to reporters |ater, Abdull ah said the Governnment's
decisionto state a person's religioninhisidentity card was agreed upon
by the Cabinet sone time ago but inplenmented only recently.

"Nowadays, Mal aysi ans | ook alike... whether they are Chi nese or Ml ay.
"This is not the decision of the Nati onal Registration Depart nent
director general. The Cabi net has approved it. As we know, Cabi net
mnisters are of different races and religions,” he said, adding it should
not be used as political issue.

Ber nama reports: Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi
sai d that Saturday's nmeeting of the Umo Suprenme Council did not discuss
matters relating to party personnel or officials.

"We did not discuss matters relating to party staff or officials,” he
told reporters who raised the matter at a press conference after he opened
the del egates' neeting of Kobena yesterday.

Abdul | ah was reacting to a front page report of the New Straits Ti nes on
Saturday' s suprene counci| neeting suggesting that a newparty i nformation
chi ef woul d spearhead Umo's | arge-scal e and urgent campai gn to counter
opposition |ies and sl ander.

The newspaper al so specul ated that the Menber of Parlianment for Yan and
Kedah Umo information chief Datuk Badrudin Amiruldin will succeed Dat uk
Dr Yusof Nor as the new party information chief.

On the credence of such specul ati on, Abdullah said: "In fact |'ve not
heard of such talk relating to this natter.

"It's better that we stop specul ating about it."

Abdul I ah was al so asked on Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir

Mohamaed' s directive that the Umo wonen's wing intensify efforts to check



femal e el ectorate frombeing taken in by opposition |ies.
Abdul | ah said the Prime Mnister's advice was appropriate given the
crucial role of the wonen's wing as vote-wooers in the Barisan Nasi onal
el ecti on machi nery.
"As vot e-wooers the wonenfol k have proven t hensel ves to be very
effective and I' mconfident that this tinme around they will again create
thi s i mpact when canpai gning for the Bari san Nasi onal ," he sai d.

( END)
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