03 JUL 1999

43 PAS MEMBERS JO N UWNO I N MELAKA

MELAKA, July 3 (Bernama) -- Forty-three PAS nenbers fromthe Ayer Keroh
branch, Batu Berendam Di vi si on, today handed over their application forns
to join Umo.

Their representative Abdul Hadi Said, 44, handed over the nenbership
applications to Umo Secretary-General Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob at an el ection
briefing organi sed by the Batu Berendam Umo Divisi on here.

Hadi said he and his friends decided to | eave PAS after realising the
hypocri sy of the PAS | eadership which used Islamfor its politica
struggl e.

"PAS no longer follows the true path in the Islamc struggle and
i nstead has disrupted the unity of Malays,"” he said.

PAS | eaders had | ost their sense of direction and were banking on the
Umo political issue to serve their own interests, he said.

The issue of fornmer Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
should be left to the courts, he added.

" Anwar was never with PAS but when he was sacked fromthe governentn
PAS is now courting him" said Hadi who had been a PAS nmenber in the branch
for nmore than 10 years.

PAS | eaders, according to Hadi, would pounce upon issues which
benefited them and sacrificed |ong established party policies and
princi pl es.

Hadi said he was joining Umo because of the great faith he had in
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad who had done so nmuch for this
country and its people.

Dr Mahathir had al so enhanced Mal aysia's nanme the world over, Hadi
added.
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