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Taj ol - MB
"MENTERI BESAR DES|I GNATE" FACTOR WLL BOOST BN' S CHANCES | N GERI K

CGERI K, Nov 20 (Bernama) -- There was much excitenent at the nom nation
centre here for the Gerik Parlianmentary and the three state seats within
it, not only because of the straight fights but al so anong the candi dates
was someone who is likely to be Perak's next Chief Executive.

VWhen the Returning Oficer announced that Mnister in the Prinme
M nister's Department Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali, 55, has been accepted
as a candidate for the Kenering state at 1.15pm there was |oud appl ause
fromthe crom of 4,000 which believed that the Gerik M since 1978 woul d
be their new Menteri Besar.

Ceri k has 38,637 voters spread anong three state constituencies of
Pengkal an Hulu (14, 848 voters), Tenenggor (11,879) and Kenering (11, 910)
and are known to be a BN stronghold where PAS and Keadilan are trying to
sneak in.

Taj ol Rosli had won the Kenering seat and had been the assenbl ynan for
nine nmonths in 1977 after his father Tan Sri Ghazali Jawi vacated the seat
and was naned an anbassador.

The soft-spoken Tajol Rosli insisted that he did not receive any
i ndication fromPrine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir about the Menteri
Besar's post.

Nevert hel ess the majority of the people in Gerik were confident that he
woul d be the next Menteri Besar of Perak.

"He has a clean record and is a noderate figure,” said the BN candi date
for Pengkal an Hul u, 1brahi m Mohaned Hanafi ah.

He said the "Menteri Besar Designate" factor would greatly help the BN
canpai gn and there had been no personal attack agai nst Tajol by the
opposi tion.

H s PAS opponent in Kenering Azman Pandak al so said the factor would
i nfl uence the voting here and al so affect support for the opposition.

To the people here, an opportunity to have a Menteri Besar from U u
Perak should not be m ssed after having waited all these years.

U u Perak had supplied three Menteris Besar in the past including
Mohanmed Ghazali who served between 1957-60 and 1974-77.

Tajol Rosli said his main duty was to ensure victory for the BN "and

the question of post is not inportant at this juncture....what is nore
inmportant is the BN s victory in this general election.™
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