29 JUL 1999
Mahat hi r- Meri t ocracy
M SI A FORCED TO ADCOPT MERI TOCRACY | F RECOLONI SED, SAYS PM

KUALA TERENGGANU, July 29 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today remi nded the people that Malaysia will be forced to
adopt a systemof neritocracy as advocated by the West if they all ow
foreign powers to recol onise the country.

He said that even though the country had attained i ndependence, this
i ndependence may not be enjoyed forever because the colonialists could
recol oni se the nation directly or indirectly.

"And attenpts (to recol onise) have been nmade even if they denied them
and were angered when we accuse themof trying to recolonise (us). But it
is clear that attenpts have been nmde," he said at a gathering and di al ogue
with state and federal government officers at Wsnma Darul |man, here.

Dr Mahathir said that if the country was incapable of defending its
i ndependence, it would eventually have to bow to the pressures of foreign
powers especially the International Mnetary Fund (I MF) which was
controlled by a super power.

The prinme minister said that if the country were to give in to the | M,
it would stop the social engineering process inplenented by the governnent
to bridge the gap anong the races through the New Economi ¢ Policy (NEP) and
order that subsidy given to the people be termn nated.

Dr Mahathir said that the foreign power would force Ml aysia to adopt a
system of neritocracy which would | ead to those who were cl ever, skilful
and rich to becone cleverer, nore skilful and richer while the poor would
continue to renmain poor.

"This is the policy held sacred by other countries,” he said, but
stated that in Ml aysia, the governnent felt that the rick and the skilfu
could continue to prosper and progress and at the sane tinme, the poor nust
be provi ded assi stance.

That was why, he said, the Bumiputeras in the country were provided
assistance in the fields of business and education with many of them now
hol di ng i mportant and hi gh positions |ike professors and vice chancellors.

He said that if the policy of neritocracy was inplemented, where the
Bum puteras had to sit the sane tests as the other races for certain posts,
coul d this have been achi eved.

"If it is inplenented, many (Bumi puteras) will lose their jobs, their
children will not be able to go to universities and will not be able to
becone professors and | ecturers,™ he said.

He said that this had not happened because the government, through the
NEP, had provided opportunities to the Malays to work and do busi ness.

"If it is abolished, | amsure that the Mal ays and the Bum puteras will
beconme manual workers and will not be able to hold (high) positions they
are hol di ng today," he said.

Dr Mahat hir however said that there were many anong those who have
succeeded were now condemi ng t he government and had forgotten the fact
that wi thout the governnent, they would not be able to work and hol d high
positions.

They cl ai med that the existing governnent was incapable and they were
taught by certain quarters not to be grateful.

"I amvery di sappoi nted over such incitenent. Let us not think that we
have reached this | evel because of our own ability.

"They may be capable but if we were to conduct tests for high positions
in the universities, | amsure not many will get the posts. As such, do not



be easily influenced by people who are only seeking places in the
governnent, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said that many people aspire to become ministers and the
prime mnister, but such positions did not provide glamur but nmuch work to
devel op the country, protect the race and defend the nation

"Not just to be called the Most Honourable, the R ght
Honourable...riding in the Mercedes and living in a palace, that's not it.
It is to defend the country so that attenpts to recol onise the country can
be thwarted," he said.

Earlier, he said that abuse of the people's power could destroy them
and the nation and as such, power should be used with caution.

He said that in accordance with denocratic practices, the people were
gi ven the power to determ ne the governnment but if they were not cautious,
it would be detrinmental to themand the nation

He rem nded the people that certain quarters would continue to incite
theminto abusing the power which they held.

"Power should be used with caution or else it can destroy us. It can
al so be detrinmental to us and our country," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that abuse of power by the people included allow ng
thensel ves to be influenced by prom ses into maki ng deci si ons which woul d
eventual | y destroy thensel ves.

He al so called on the people to conpare the facilities and benefits
enjoyed after 42 years of independence and during the tinme the country was
col oni sed

The prime minister said that the people had enjoyed progress because
t hey had chosen a responsi bl e governnent whereas such facilities were not
found in other countries.
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