19 JUN 1999
Sany- El ecti on
M C ACTI VATES ELECTI ON MACHI NERY, GE MAY BE A FEW BLOCKS AWAY

By: Arul Rajoo

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernama) -- Wile the nation waits eagerly for
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad to announce di ssol ution of
parlianent, the MC suddenly activated its el ecti on machi nery today, forcing
political journalists to begin the countdown for the General El ection.

M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu kicked-off the final phase of the
preparation for the general election at a special neeting of party's
national, state, divisional and branch | eaders here.

He said the M C s el ection canpai gn would be "Wth the BN Towards t he
New M | | enni um "

About 200 party officials conprising Central Wrking Comrttee nenbers,
nmenbers of Parlianent, |egislative assenblies, divisional chairnmen, youth
and M C Wanita | eaders attended the neeting at the M C headquarters here.

"This is the final day for all docunents and guidelines to be tabled in
readi ness for the election. W have prepared tal king points for the | eaders
during the el ection canpaign,"” Sany said.

He said al though parlianent had yet to be dissolved, the party would
not wait until the last mnute.

"It could be held anytine...it's up to the Prine Mnister but it's
better for us to be prepared,” he said.

He said the M C | eaders who attended the session were briefed on howto
go through the |ist of voters and draw themto the polling stations.

Sany said of the nore than 800,000 eligible Indian voters, 465,000 were
M C menbers.

He said M C divisional and branch chai rnen shoul d stop asking for
al l ocations and instead run the party on their own initiatives.

Asked whether the M C which now hol ds seven parlianent and 15 state
seats, would ask for nore seats, Sany said it would be premature to do so.

Sammy said the MC had been fighting for the wellbeing of Indians in the
country for the past 53 years and woul d continue to do so despite
statenments by sonme opposition parties that they wanted to chanpion their
cause.

"The M C continues to play an effective role as the sole representative
of the Indian conmmunity in the governnent. Not a single opposition party
has shown itself capable of serving the needs and aspirations of the Indian
community in this country," he said.

On whet her there was an exodus fromthe MC to the opposition, Sany
said so far only two nenbers had said they were joining the new y-1launched
Keadi | an.

"Maybe nany ot her |Indians who are not nmenbers of any political party
are joining them But it does not mean that Keadilan is getting the support
of the entire comunity," he said.

He al so said the M C annual general assenbly would be held on July 31
as schedul ed despite the preparations for the general election.

"W will go ahead even if there's an election. In fact, it can be the
platformto discuss matters pertaining to the election," he said.
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