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Sany- | ndi ans
M C TO DEAL W TH PROBLEMS W TH A NEW ATTI TUDE

KUALA LUVMPUR, Sept 28 (Bernama) -- M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vel lu said today the party will shed its decades-|ong "defensive" approach
and enbark on the offensive in dealing with matters affecting the Indian
conmuni ty.

"W are not going to be in defence anynore. We will go on an of fensive
(approach)," he told a news conference after chairing a four-hour MC
Central Working Conmittee (CWC) neeting at the party headquarters, here.

Descri bing today's neeting as "very serious", Sany Vellu, who is Wrks
M nister, said the party nust be in a position "where if anybody questions
us, we nust question them back."

"That is our new attitude," he said, denying that it was in response to
the allegations |evelled against the MC by the opposition.

"W will answer the opposition clains and we will also will seek
details fromothers in sone areas," Sany Vellu said w thout el aborating.

"W don't have to be frightened of anybody and we don't have to be
worried about what is going to happen.

"We are all very matured politicians. W are prepared to face the
chal l enges even if the next (general) election cones. Wn or lose, we wll
do," he said.

Sany Vellu said the MC and its elected representatives would "fight
tooth and nail till the end to prove that the Barisan Nasional (BN) really
hel ps the Indian conmunity."

He said a few disgruntled M C nenbers who had joi ned the opposition
parties and had been naking all egati ons against the MC and the BN woul d
"get the right answers fromus."

"If they (the opposition) want to challenge us in all our (MC 15
state and seven parlianmentary constituencies. we wel cone themand we wll
face them " he said.

Sanmy Vel lu al so said that nany of the CWC nenbers had expressed concern
over what woul d be the final report of the National Econom c Consultative
Council 11 (NECCII).

"I'n general terms, we (the Indians) have not met the requirements (thus
far)," he said.

Asked what he neant by the requirenments, he said "sonme kind of an
affirmati ve action” should have been taken specifically to uplift the
standard of living and the equity participation of the Indian conmunity in
previ ous governnent policies and naster plans.

Citing an exanple, he said although official figures showed that there
was a satisfactory level of Indian student enrollnment in the |ocal public
universities, a study conducted by the M C proved ot herw se.

"When this kind of things happen, we have to fight for the Indian
community," he said.

Sany Vel lu al so announced a series of activities to be organi sed by the
M C.

He said that apart fromthe "Ceranmah Perdana" whi ch was being hel d
nati onwi de, the party would al so hold a national -1 evel "Ceranah Perdana"
here to be addressed by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

Sany Vellu said the party would al so hold a special neeting of MC
di vi sional |eaders soon to get feedback on the nunber of Indians stil
living in poverty.

"W will distribute questionaires to themwhich will then be conpiled



and forwarded to the Econonmic Planning Unit and NECC Il," he said.

The party believed that there were about 5,000 Indians still living
bel ow t he poverty I|ine.

On the issue of fixed nonthly wage for estate workers, Samy Vellu said
the M C had conpleted a report on the matter and would soon forward it to
t he Cabinet for further action.
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