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M C TO FORGE A NEW | MAGE FOR | NDI ANS

By: E. Sivabal an

KUALA LUMPUR, July 29 (Bernama) -- In a nove to shed the century-1ong
and i nfanmous "working class” imge of the Indian community, the 53rd MC
general assenbly on Saturday will push for change to create a new i nage
reflecting the cormmunity's progress in all fields.

M C president Datuk Seri S.Samy Vellu said today the tine has conme for
the Indians to be categorised as an intellectual and skilled workforce.

He said with the new m || enni um approachi ng, the Indian conmunity nust
not carry the "colonial inmage" into the 21st century.

"There nmust be a drastic change within the Indian community, a change
that will reflect the present situation and the needs of the new
mllennium" he said in an intervi ew ahead of the two-day assenbly.

A total of 5,300 del egates and observers are expected to attend the
assenbly at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here, making it the | argest
assembly in MC s history.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad is schedul ed to open the
assenbly. This year's assenbly would al so be attended by Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi .

Samy Vellu, who is Wrks Mnister, said to create the new i nage,
educati onal opportunities would have to be intensified.

He said the M C woul d request fromthe government nore opportunities,

i ncluding nore study |loans, for the Indians in |local universities.

"Education is the key to the future. W will continue to enphasise
this," he said.

Sany Vellu said the M C woul d ask the governnent to approve the party's
proposal to set up a nedical university.

The M C chief is also expected to explain to the 1,300 del egates about
recent devel opnents involving the community, including the dissolution of
t he Sout h I ndi an Labour Fund.

M C insiders said the assenbly would try to peel back the many issues
to identify the core issues confronting the Indian comunity in a nove to
rejuvenate the party.

To ensure that the party renmained relevant, they said Samy Vellu is
expected to direct the delegates' attention to the real issues, not those
made up by the opposition

According to them Sany Vellu would identify the problens and possible
solutions to the issues and elicit reaction fromthe del egates.

Meanwhil e, M C secretary-general Tan Sri K. S.Njhar said the assenbly
woul d approve anendnents to the M C constitution enmpowering the president
to appoint additional nembers to the Central Wirking Cormittee, the party's
hi ghest deci si on- naki ng body.

The anendnents woul d al so i ncrease the nunber of Youth and Wanita
representatives to future M C general assenblies from10 to 35.

- - BERNAMA

ES RYN



	MIC TO FORGE A NEW IMAGE FOR INDIANS (Bernama 29/07/1999)

