30/ 05/ 1999
M C to study nonthly wages issue

Anni e Freeda Cruez

SHAH ALAM Sat. - The M C has set up a seven-man conmittee headed by
president Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu to study the case for nont hly wages for
pl antati on workers and subnit a paper to the Cabinet.

The comm ttee is scheduled to hold its first neeting next week and
expects to conpl ete the paper in another four weeks, Samy Vel lu said
t oday.

He said the conmittee woul d i ncl ude experts in | abour |aw, |awers and
representatives fromthe plantation sector

Sanmy Vel lu, who is also the Wrks Mnister, saidit would easily take
themat | east four weeks to cone up with the paper as they needed to get
i nput fromtechnical experts.

"Paying daily-rated wages for plantation workers is outdated and needs
to be changed to nonthly wages just as in sone devel oped and devel opi ng
countries," Samy Vellu told  reporters after opening the Sel angor M C
Convention at Dewan Jubli Perak

He said even though the basic report on the case for nonthly wages for
pl antati on wor kers was al nost ready, there were still further details that
needed to be included before it could be subnmitted to the Cabinet.

"I amal so happy that Hunman Resources M ni ster Datuk Li mAh Lek has
prom sed to nmeet and discuss the matter with the Mal aysi an Agricul tural
Pr oducers Associ ati on and t he Nati onal Uni on of Plantati on Workers, " he
added.

He said the time had cone for plantati on workers, who had toiled in
estates for nore than 100 years and contributed to the nation's econony,
to be paid nonthly wages.

"Al'l along, it had been the NUPWhol ding tal ks wi th Mapa on the i ssue.
But realising it was not maki ng any headway, the M C has deci ded to take
the matter to the Cabinet to find a positive solution.™

Sany Vel lu said he was confident that Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad woul d under st and t he pl ant ati on wor kers' probl emand
resolve it am cably.

Earlier, highlighting the estate workers' problemat the M C Sel angor
Convention, Sany Vellu said it was tinme estate managenents al so realised
that they needed to pay workers nonthly wages.

He said it was due to their hard work that productivity in the
pl ant ati on sector had i ncreased, thus making it possible for clerical and
managenent staff to get three to four nonths' bonuses.

He al so rem nded t he del egates that they should bear in nind that their
future was with the Bari san Nasional and its | eadership.

"W are happy that we are |l ed by Dr Mahat hir who has been the
inspiration for national unity and stability. He has been a thinker of new
i deas, who has brought this nation to where it is today," he added.

He said that the Prinme M nister throughout his | eadership had offered
both long-termas well as short-termbenefits to the people.

"Havi ng wor ked under his | eadership for the | ast 18 years, | nust
confess that he al ways seeks consensus fromhi s Cabi net col | eagues on al |
i ssues and i s prepared for any consequence of his bold actions," he added.

Sany Vellu al so pointed out that sone disgruntled el enents who had
benefited fromDr Mahat hir's | eadershi p were nowtrying to undernine the
peopl e's faith and confidence in his | eadership.

"These disgruntled el enents are trying to create a fear of the unknown.



They plan to create stress, tension and anxi ety anong t he peopl e t hrough
their narrowthinki ng and refuse to understand the different perspectives
and achi everrents of Dr Mahathir."

Sany Vel ly urged Mal aysi an I ndi ans not to be carried away by a handf ul
of el enents who were parasites.

"I want themto | ook for fundanental truths and identify the illusions
whi ch create fear anmong ordinary citizens. Wth that, we will be able to
envi sion the various benefits that this nation has derived out of Dr
Mahat hir' s | eadershi p,” he added.

Sany Vel lu urged the 876 M C branches wi th 107, 338 nenbers i n Sel angor
to support the Barisan Nasional Governnment and to carry out their
responsi bilities with dedication.
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