16/ 01/ 1999
"No need for middleman to resolve Spratly issue

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah

ALOR STAR, Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad sai d today
there was no need for any m ddl eman to resol ve the overl apping clainms on
the Spratly islands.

Asked on the proposal by the United States to becone the "m ddl eman” to
resolve the problem Dr Mahathir said: "There's no need ... we will settle
t he probl ems anmong oursel ves”

Asked what if the Philippines decided to accept the US offer, Dr
Mahat hir said if the Philippines sought their help, it was their affair

"W don't want other people to interfere," he added.

Phi | i ppi nes Defence Secretary Ol ando Mercado, who returned fromthe US
recently, had said the Philippines supported the idea which was forwarded
by US Defence Secretary WIIiam Cohen.

The Spratlys straddle vital sea lanes in the South China Sea and are
believed to be sitting atop rich deposits of oil and natural gas. They are
claimed in whole or in part by China, Vietnam Taiwan, the Phili ppines,

Mal aysi a and Brunei .

The Prime M nister was replying to queries fromreporters after
perform ng the ground-breaking cerenony of the RWO million Konpleks |slam
Al - Bukhary at Jal an Langgar

Dr Mahathir al so said the Governnent had not decided on the formation of
an i ndependent inquiry to investigate the alleged police assault on Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahim

Last week Dr Mahathir had said that the Governnent woul d consi der
suggestions by several quarters for the setting up of an independent
inquiry to investigate the all eged police assault on the forner Deputy
Prime Mnister.

Asked to coment on allegations by the foreign Press that Ml aysia did
not have enough funds to revive the country's econony, Dr Mahathir said
they were envious of the country's success.

"They can say whatever they like ... but if we |ook around, do we see
poverty?

"They envy and hate us because we do not ask themfor help ... they are
hopi ng that we crawl and beg for their help so that they can pressure us.

"We are not going to ask themfor help ... we are leading a perfect life

and business is running well.
"I would like to ask where can we find a place that can sell 14,000
houses worth RM3.8 billion?" he said, referring to the successful Hone
Oaner shi p canpai gn whi ch ended on Tuesday.

( END)
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