18 MAR 1999
Chua- Pi gs
M LI TARY AND POLI CE TO HELP TACKLE JE OUTBREAK

KUALA LUMPUR, March 18 (Bernama) -- Police and the nilitary have been
called to help deal with the Japanese encephalitis (JE) outbreak and they
will destroy sonme 64,000 pigs in three areas in Negeri Senbilan by Sunday,
the national JE task force announced today.

Task force chief and Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng said 1,400
security forces personnel were expected to start work tonorrow using |ight
arnms and they woul d be assisted by veterinarians.

The three areas invol ved are Bukit Pel andok, Kanmpung Sawah and Sunga
Ni pah, Chua told a press conference after chairing the task force's first
neeting here today.

The task force, fornmed by the Cabi net yesterday, al so conprises
Agriculture Mnister Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud, Housi ng and Loca
Governnent M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh and representatives fromthe
Def ence, Honme and I nformation mnistries.

Chua said owners of the 64,000 pigs voluntarily chose destruction of
their livestock. The three affected areas have about 300, 000 pigs.

He said police and Rel a (people's volunteer corps) personnel would al so
set up road blocks in and around the areas to prevent any novenent of pigs
out si de the cordon

"The top priority nowis to bring the JE outbreak down," he said.

Thirty-one people have died so far in the nost recent outbreak while 47
others were still being warded in various hospitals.

Chua sai d fogging and | arvaciding would al so be intensified in the
three areas concerned using fire and rescue service helicopters as well as
| and nobile teans to anni hilate Cul ex nobsquitoes which transnit the JE
virus to humans.

El aborating on the destruction exercice, he said adequate nmeasures were
bei ng taken to ensure the safety and security of those involved and
resi dents.

He said the pigs would be buried in the vicinity and a cl eaning
operation woul d be conducted to ensure the areas were disinfected before
the farmers and residents would be all owed to nove in again.

He al so said 30,000 doses of vaccines for pigs had arrived with a
consi gnnment of 300, 000 nore expected tonorrow.

"There are places concerned in this general areas that are not affected
and the veterinarians have agreed that they will go fromthe outer area in
towards the affected areas. So that outer areas will be given top priority
because in the infected farns, the pigs will be destroyed," he said.

Last week, the Cabinet allocated RM35.5 nmillion to conduct vaccination
on 500, 000 pigs and 292,000 residents in | poh, Bukit Pelanduk and
Ser enban- Si kanat .

However, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said the steps
taken to contain the JE probl emwould cost the government RVA9 million.

Chua said the hel p of Negeri Senbilan religious authority and Mislim
doctors woul d be sought to persuade Muslins living near the affected areas
to get vaccinated as a religious decree (fatwa) by the state nufti
stipulated that it was all owabl e (di haruskan).

"At the sane tinme, Chinese and Tanm | doctors and nurses woul d be
mobilised in an effort to have a better communicati on process with the
peopl e...we want the nessage to get across,"” he said.

He said a 24-hour operation centre would be opened at the Departnment of



Public Health at Bukit Damansara and manned by officers fromall the six
mnistries.

The secretariat of the Task Force will neet every norning while the
Task Force itself will neet again tonorrow (3.30pm and Monday (1lam.

Chua said local health authorities were in contact with foreign experts
fromthe United States and Australia

Asked whether a new strain of the JE had appeared, he said this could
not yet be ascertained but the authorities were definitely sure that it was
JE.

He al so urged pig farners to stop killing their pigs thensel ves but
instead let the arnmy and police do the job.
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