29/ 11/ 1999
9.6 mllionto exercise their constitutional right today

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Tonorrow, Mal aysians will exercise their
constitutional right to el ect those whomthey wi sh to represent themin
Parliament and in the 11 state assenblies over the next five years.

Atotal of 9,564,071 registered voters will go to the 6,931 polling
centres to elect their representatives for 192 parlianmentary and 393 state
seats.

The 10t h general election, whichis the last for this mllennium is for
the first time being held in one day.

The El ecti on Conmi ssi on gave political parties and other aspirants nine-
days to canpai gn. Nom nation day was Nov 20.

Polling centres in the peninsula will open from8amto 5. 30pmwhil e
those in Sabah and Sarawak will receive voters from7.30amto 5pm

Sone centres in Sabah and Sarawak whi ch are | ocated in the interior and
have a smal | nunmber of voters will be closed earlier.

The EC i s expecting a voter turnout of nore than 70 per cent.

The 14-nmenber Bari san Nasional, which is widely expected toretainits
two-thirds majority in Parlianment, has al ready bagged one parlianmentary
and one state seat.

These are the Betong parlianmentary seat whi ch was won by i ncunbent
Dougl as Ugah Anak Enbas and t he Tangkak state seat which was bagged by Yap
Chi k Dong.

BN chai rman Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad has repeatedly said that the
party was confident of winning a two-thirds majority.

In 1995, the BN won a record four-fifths majority in Parlianent and won
inall states except Kel antan, where it was defeated by Pas.

The DAP hopes to deny the BN the two-thirds majority whereas Keadil an,
Pas and PRM the other menbers of the opposition front, hope to formthe
next Government.

The BN will have to win 129 seats to win with a two-thirds majority.

Umo is contesting in 105 parlianentary seats, the MCA (35), MC (six),
Ger akan and PBB (10 each), SUPP (seven), PBDS (six), UPKO and SNAP (four
each), SAPP (three), PBRS and LDP (one each) and one direct candidate in
Manmbong, Sar awak.

Representing the OQpposition for the parlianmentary seats are Pas which
will contest in 63 constituencies, Keadilan (59), DAP (47), PBS (17), NDP
(11), Star (five), PRM(four), AKIMand Berjasa (one each) and
| ndependents (28).

Umo will contest 275 state seats for the BN foll owed by MCA (77), MC
(55) and Cerakan (27).

Pas will contest in 238 state constituencies for the Cpposition fol |l oned
by DAP (89), Keadilan (67), MDP (eight), PRM(three), Akim(one) and
| ndependents (14).

Mbst of the constituencies - 152 parlianmentary and 367 state - will see
strai ght fights between candi dates fromthe BN and t he opposition front of
Pas, Keadilan, DAP and PRM

Al t oget her 425 candidates will be vying for the parlianmentary seats and
811 for the state seats.

In the | ast el ecti on when 192 parlianentary seats were at stake, the BN
won 162.
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