10 DEC 1999
Cabi net - Reaction (M ni sters)
M NI STERS, DEPUTY M NI STERS PLEDGE THElI R BEST EFFORT

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 10 (Bernamm) -- Several mnisters and deputy
m nisters including the new faces appointed to the federal admnistrative
i neup have pledged to give their best effort despite of the trenendous
chal | enges ahead.

Dat uk Paduka Dr Abdul Hamid O hman who was reappointed as Mnister in
the Prime Mnister's Departnent said he faced the nost chal |l engi ng task of
returning Islamc understandi ng anong Muslins in the country.

"I amaware that the tasks this tine around has becone increasingly
daunting as many ul anmas from PAS have turn opposition. W shoul d make t hem
and the whol e conmunity understand that adm nistering the country and
politics are not against the aqgidah (faith)," he said when contact ed.

The new federal adm nistrative |ineup was announced by Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in Putrajaya this evening.

Abdul Ham d who | ost to PAS Datuk Shahnon Ahmad in the Sik
parlianentary constituency by 478 votes in the recent general election will
be appoi nted senat or.

He t hanked the Prine Mnister for having the confidence in himto serve
in the Cabinet.

Abdul Hanid said he woul d request assistance fromfellow ulamas in
maki ng suggestions to i nprove the public awareness on politics and
religion.

Asked on his plans, Abdul Hamid said he would hold courses and sem nars
for religious | eaders to enable the correct dissenination of religious
principl es especially anong the younger generation

"W shoul d not be too enotional when discussing religious issues...if
everything is accepted with cal mm nds then Miuslins can grow strong and
devel oped, " said Abdul HAm d.

Dat uk Dr Fong Chan Onn, who was appointed as the Human Resources
M ni ster, said he woul d use his experience as the Deputy Education M nister
to help inplenment his new duti es.

"I will use ny past experience to inprove productivity," he said when
contacted at his house here.

Fong sai d educati on and human resources did not vary greatly as
education was the main contributor for human resources.

"I will seek advice fromDatuk LimAh Lek (the previous Human Resource
Mnister) for me to carry out ny new duties snoothly," he said.

Fong said he hoped the close relations forged between Limand trade
uni ons woul d remain

Thanki ng Dr Mahat hir and MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik
Fong said his appoi ntnment as Human Resources M nister was a mark of respect
and shoul d not be put to waste.

Dat uk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil who was appoi nted Deputy Mnister in the
Prime Mnister's Departnent pledged to work hard with other wonen | eaders
to inprove the gender's progress in the new nillenium

"Gt her wonen | eaders should work hard in bringing devel opment by
focussing on | eadership quality," she said when contacted today.

Shahri zat, 46, said she would continue to provide her best effort for
Lenmbah Pantai constituents.



Prior to today's appoi ntnent, Shahrizat was the parlianmentary Secretary
to the Youth and Sports Mnistry.

Deputy M nister of Energy, Conmunications and Miltinedia Datuk Tan Chai
Ho pl edged to give his best effort to inprove the ninistry's perfornmance.

Tan said the ministry was a vital organisation in facing the new
m |l eniumand the Y2K chal | enges.

Tan, 50, who was the Parlianmentary Secretary for the Donestic Trade and
Consumer Affairs Mnistry in the previous federal admistrative |ineup has
been involved in politics for 27 years.

In the | ast general election, he won the Bandar Tun Razak parlianmentary
constituency, defeating Keadil an deputy president Dr Chandra Muzaffar.

I n KANGAR, Datuk Aznmi Khalid who was nanmed Rural Devel opnent M nister
t hanked the people for returning himas the Padang Besar nenber of
parliament.

Azm , who is the former Deputy Hone Mnister is the first |eader from
Perlis to be nmade a full minister.

In IPOH, fornmer Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib was thankful
after | earning of his appointnment as the Deputy Transport M nister.

Ram i said he accepted the appoi ntnment even t hough he had pl aced
"hi gher hopes".

"The appoi ntment of Cabi net nenbers is the Prine Mnister's
prerogative,' he said.

In PEKAN, Wanita MCA chief Datuk Dr Ng Yen Yen, who was appointed the
Deputy Culture, Arts and Tourismsaid her tasks were challenging as tourism
was anmong the major contributors to the country's econony.
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