28/ 05/ 1999

M nistry wants to revol utioni se R&D system

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M nistry
wants to revol utioni se the current systemof managi ng and pronoting
research and devel opment to ensure its progranmes are nore effective.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Envi ronnent M ni ster Datuk Law Hi eng Di ng t oday
saidit was tine to nove away fromthe traditi onal approach so that a nore
dynam ¢ systemcoul d be i npl emented to boost research.

"Today, | urge local research institutes, institutes of higher |earning
as well as the private sector to cone up with ideas on the matter," he
said after a dialogue with chief executive officers of research
institutions and officials fromlocal universities.

The di al ogue, the first between the Mnister and research insitutions
and uni versities, was to di scuss and obtain the views of participants on
ways to i nprove the country's research programes.

On May 15, Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad expressed his
unhappi ness over the | ack of progress in research and devel opnent.

He sai d governnent agenci es and the private sector were reluctant to
spend on research because they did not knowof its potential benefits.

Law added anong the areas being | ooked into for inprovenent were the
fundi ng mechani smunder the Intensification of Researchin Priority Areas.

The M nistry wants to ensure | RPA funds are effectively used so that
there will be an increase in research productivity.

Anong others, it wants to ensure there is equal distribution of funding
for all sectors.

Several issues were raised at the di al ogue. Anong others, participants
enphasi sed the need for nore flexibility in approving fundi ng especially
to newconers, and the need to expedite grant approval.

O her issues were the need to strengthen |inkages with industry to
enhance research productivity, to enphasi se R& i n t he engi neering
sci ences, to devel op know edge managenent systemns and t o address | egal
i ssues pertaining to the commercialisation of research findings.

"Through this dial ogue, we want to know how ef fecti ve our R&D programres
have been i n promoting sci ence and technol ogy, " Law said.

He al so announced that the Governnent had deci ded to i ncrease fundi ng
under the Miltinedia R&D Grant Scheme to up to 70 per cent. Prior to this,
R&D for mul tinedia projects are given only up to 50 per cent funding.

"Thisisinline with other existing schemes which also give upto 70
per cent funding. The schermes are the Industry R&D G ant Schene and the
Denonstrator Applications G ant Schene, " he said.
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