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Mahat hi r- Pol i ci es
M NI STERS CANNCT HAVE | NDEPENDENT PCLI Cl ES, SAYS DR MAHATH R

By: M khail Raj

DHAKA, March 2 (Bernama) -- Cabinet mnisters, including the prine
m ni ster and deputy prinme mnister, cannot have i ndependent poli cies
contrary to official government policies, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
sai d today.

"M ni sters cannot have i ndependent policies as this would cause
confusion and i neffectiveness,"” the prinme mnister said when asked whet her
a deputy prine mnister should stay under the shadow of the prinme mnister
or pursue independent policies.

This was raised at a news conference held at the end of the two-day
sunmit of the group of eight Islanic devel oping countries (D-8) where Dr
Mahat hir fiel ded nunmerous questions on the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi mas deputy prinme mnister |ast Septenber.

"Qurs is a joint responsibility, where Cabi net nenbers have the sane
responsibility and we are bound to support whatever policies that the
gover nnent deci des," he said.

"There cannot be a mnister who has his own i ndependent policies as
this woul d cause confusion and i neffectiveness," he said.

As for Anwar, Dr Mahathir said he initially believed and was supportive
of tight credit policies pronoted by the International Mnetary Fund (1 M)
in dealing with the regional currency crisis.

He said that Anwar eventually cane around to the government's vi ewpoi nt
of pursuing an expansi oni st nonetary policy.

This saved Mal aysia fromthe devastating social and econonic effects of
the financial prescription neted by the | M- where bank and conpany cl osures
| ed to massive unenpl oynment and consequent riots in neighbouring countries.

He reiterated that no one, be it the prine ninister or deputy prine
mnister, a mnister as well as governnent official, was spared fromthe
I aw.

If they did anything against the law, they would be tried in the usua
manner and face the consequences, Dr Mahathir said.

He al so said that in Ml aysia and in other governnents, it was not
unusual for mnisters to be dism ssed, but in Anwar's case, he could not
accept it, pronpting himto | ead street denonstrations to overthrow the
gover nnent .

Asked whet her there was pressure fromwestern governnents to rel ease
Anwar, he said: "Apparently, many western governments would |ike Anwar to be
rel eased. He has many friends in the west, he is supportive of western
policies."

"Hi s views about the west differed fromnmy own...| think they like him
to be the prime mnister, so they used the nedia and i nternational
organi sations to twi st our arm" he said.

"But we believe in the rule of law, be it for a friend or an eneny. It
is applied equally to everyone," said Dr Mahathir.

He said: "Even the prinme niister's decision has no nore power to
override the | aws of the country."

On relations between Mal aysia and the United States, he said they were
very good despite the occasional hiccups, anmong which incl uded
Vi ce-President Al Core's support for the "reformasi" noverment and condoni ng
street denobnstrations, at the Apec sunmit |ast Novenber.
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