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M NI STERS CANNOT HAVE BUSI NESS | NTERESTS

PUTRAJAYA, Dec 24 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has remi nded mnisters that they cannot have business interests and
shoul d rel i nquish any post they hold in conpani es.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnmad Badawi said this was
anong the 13 aspects of responsibility and 14 points related to ethics for
a mnister as presented by Dr Mahathir at the new Cabinet's first neeting
on Dec 15.

Abdul  ah said the Prine Mnister told ministers that whenever
di scussions that might be related to their fanmilies cropped up they shoul d
excuse thensel ves fromthe neeting.

Dr Mahathir reiterated that nministers should be honest, sincere,
diligent, efficient and open when di scharging their duties.

"The Prime M nister also said they should be hands-on in their work,"
Abdul l ah told reporters after chairing a neeting of the Commttee on Good
CGover nance here today.

He said Dr Mahathir told themto fully understand what was contained in
the Bari san Nasional (BN) manifesto for last nonth's general election.

Mnisters were also told to better understand and work closely with
their officers to ensure all programes and Cabi net directives could be
i mpl ement ed speedily.

They shoul d al so identify and overcone bureaucratic procedures that
were del aying the inplenentation of projects, Abdullah said.

"Mnisters are responsible for taking foll owup actions to find out the
actual status on inplenentation of directives conveyed to officers,"” he
sai d.

This includes the level of inplenentation for projects under the
mnistries.

M ni sters should also ensure that all officers have their own work
procedure manual in order to performtheir duties properly and speedily.

He said they were required to hold neetings with their officers to
discuss all matters related to their nministries.

"Dr Mahathir also remi nded themof their collective responsibility on
what ever matter that is decided by the Cabinet," Abdullah said.
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