16 MAR 1999
Court-Mrzan
M RZAN FI LES AFFI DAVI T- | N- REPLY I N RML50 M LLION SU T

KUALA LUMPUR, March 16 (Bernama) -- Mrzan Mahathir, Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad' s el dest son, has filed an
affidavit-in-reply in connection with his RML50 million Iibel suit against
printer Star Papyrus Printing Sdn Bhd.

The affidavit-in-reply was filed by |awer Datuk V. K. Lingamat the
H gh Court Registrar's Ofice at Wsnma Denmar k here yesterday.

Mrzan is suing Star Papyrus, a subsidiary of Star Publications
Mal aysia Bhd, for an article published in the Asian Wall Street Journa
(AWSJ) newspaper on Jan 4 this year with the headline "Mahathir's el dest
son limts anbitions".

Star Papyrus is the printer of the Kuala Lunpur edition of AWAJ.

The front-page article detailed the career of Mrzan and how he was
al | egedl y hel ped by banks and ot her conpanies in Ml aysia on his way to
success.

In his affidavit-in-reply, Mrzan said it was nmade firmy without
prejudice to his right to file an application to strike off several
par agraphs i n the def endant's defence.

He said this was nmade on the ground that the said paragraphs did not
reveal any reasonabl e defence and/or was frivol ous, vexatious, nay
prejudi ce, obstruct or delay the trial of this action and/or is an abuse of
the process of the court.

Mrzan said a |l etter which Hong Kong-based AWS] journalist G Bruce
Knecht sent to himdid not nmention anything about the libellous words that
wer e subsequently printed and published by the defendant.

M rzan al so contended that Knecht did not give any indication that
Knecht wanted to wite an article on the personal side of himand his
relation with the Prinme Mnister of Ml aysia.

He al so did not expect the article to be published on the front page of
AWEJ (in a manner causing damage to the plaintiff) together wth other
maj or stories alleging corruption and nepotismin |Indonesia.

Inits defence, Star Papyrus clainmed that Mrzan has consented to and
voluntarily accepted the risk of the so-called |ibellous words being
publ i shed in the newspaper by granting Knecht an interview at Mrzan's
office on Dec 2 | ast year
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