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M RZAN FI LES RM20O0O ML SU T OVER AWB)' S ARTI CLE

KUALA LUMPUR, March 18 (Bernama) -- Mrzan Mahathir, the el dest son of
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad, today filed a defamation
suit agai nst Dow Jones Publishing Conpany (Asia) Inc and four others,
seeki ng damages anounting to RM200 million.

The wit of sunmons was filed by Messrs V.K. Lingam and Conpany at the
Cvil H gh Court Registry here.

M rzan, who is the group executive chairman of Konsortium Perkapal an
Ber had, nanmed Dow Jones, Reginald Chua, W/IIiam Adanopul os, G Bruce Knecht
and Dow Jones & Conpany |Inc as defendants.

Chua is the editor of the Asian Wall Street Journal, Adanopulos is the
publ i sher of AWSJ and Knecht is a journalist with AWM.

Mrzan is suing themover the publication of an article entitled
"Mahathir's Eldest Son Limts Anbition" in the AWB] in the Jan 4, 1999
i ssue. The article also appeared in the Internet under the title "Premer's
Son Reins I n Business Anbitions in Ml aysia".

In his statement of claim Mrzan said the all egations conpl ai ned of
were self-evidently of the nore serious and damagi ng nature and t hey struck
at the very core of his character, integrity and reputation as he is a
| eadi ng and prom nent busi nessman.

He said the defendants had afforded the plaintiff no opportunity to
comment on or to answer those allegations prior to their publication of the
article in the AWSJ and Dow Jones' website on the Internet.

He said i nstead, what all the defendants did was, on Nov 25 1998, the
journalist (Knecht), acting on behalf of the other defendants, wote to him
that he would be in Ml aysia the followi ng week to do a story on severa
| ar ge conpani es includi ng Konsortium Perkapal an and would like to interview
M rzan on Konsortium Perkapal an.

Mrzan said in his letter dated Nov 25, Knecht did not even refer at
all to any of the allegations published by the defendants which he is
conmplaining in the suit.

He said Knecht al so gave no indication whatsoever to himduring the
i nterview conducted on Dec 2, 1998 that he was intending to wite a story
about M rzan personally and about his relationship with his father and
about the all eged nepotism favouritismand privilege and his all eged
i nconpet ency or negligence in the conduct of his business affairs.

M rzan said each of the defendants had no intention whatsoever of
ascertaining the truth of the allegations and to publish whatever response
given by him

He said the defendants had only interviewed himor cause himto be
i nterviewed so that they could subsequently nmade the spurious clainms, if
sued, that they had given himan opportunity to respond, and therefore the
al | egations pulished by themwere true.

He said the defendants chose to publish the allegations conpl ai ned of
in the AWBJ and their website on the Internet for the entirely inproper
nmoti ve of enhancing their individual and collective reputations for
publ i shing hard-hitting and controversial stories so that they would
attract nore readers or potential readers to the newspaper and nore
subscribers to the website.

Mrzan said he would also rely upon the failure of the defendants to
apol ogise to himand their refusal to withdraw the article conpl ai ned of
fromthe website on the Internet.



Apart fromthe RM2OO million damages, Mrzan al so sought an injunction
restraining the defendants and each of them whether by thensel ves, their
directors, their servants or agents or otherw se howsoever fromfurther
publ i shing or causing to be published or distributing the said or simlar
words or matter defamatory of him

He al so clained interest, cost and other reliefs which the court deened
fit and proper to grant.
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