25 OCT 1999
Court-Mrzan
M RZAN S DEFAMATI ON SUI T AGAI NST CHI NA PRESS SETTLED

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 25 (Bernamm) -- The defamation suit brought by
Konsorti um Per kapal an Bhd group executive chairman M rzan Mahat hir agai nst
a Chi nese newspaper, China Press Bhd and its editor-in-chief Poon Chau Huay
has been settled in the Hi gh Court.

The settl enment was recorded before Justice Datin Paduka Rahmah Hussain
in open court today after counsel for both parties read out a statenent
pertaining to the settlenent.

According to the statenent read out by Mrzan's counsel Datuk V. K
Li ngam the | egal action had now been settled upon terns that Mrzan
recei ved the agreed damages and all the |legal costs fromthe defendants.

However, the sumwas not stated.

He said the defendants have al so to nake an unqualified retraction and
apol ogy by their counsel and that an undertaking be given to Mrzan that
t hey woul d not repeat or publish the simlar alleged defanmatory words
concerning himin any manner what soever.

"Wth that vindication, once Your Ladyship has heard fromny | earned
friend in the terns which had been agreed, the plaintiff is content," he
sai d.

Mrzan, the eldest son of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, sued China Press and its editor-in-chief claimng RM0OO million
for re-publishing an Asian Wall Street Journal (AWSJ) article about his
busi ness activities which were all egedly defamatory.

The al |l eged defanmatory articles which appeared in the various
newspapers on Jan 5 this year were transl ated versions of an article which
was published on the front and fourth pages of the Jan 4 issue of the AWSJ.
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