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By: Mohamad Nasir Yusoff

XI AMEN (China), Cct 4 (Bernana) -- Malaysia's fine reputation and i nmage
as well as the stature of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad has
hel ped to facilitate trade and i nvestnent ventures of nmany Mal aysian firns
in China, said Ml aysi an busi nessnen here.

Those plus points are conplenmented by the strong commit nment of
Mal aysi an i nvestors when i npl ementing projects in China through efficient
managenent and cost efficiency nmethodol ogi es, said the chairman of Acmar
I nternational G oup, Datuk Abdul Samad Mahar uddi n.

Abdul Samad, who is Malaysia's major investor in Xianen, said those
factors had helped to facilitate Mal aysian trade and i nvestment ventures as
well as official dealings with various governnent departnents here.

"Mal aysia's fine reputation and Dr Mahathir, who is well-known and
respected here, had certainly hel ped our business dealings here," he told
reporters after the official opening of the JHH Comrercial Buil ding here,
whi ch is owned by Acnar

Acmar International, which is headquartered in Klang, is a property
devel opnent conpany and its major integrated housing project is the RV
billion Bandar Baru Kl ang.

The openi ng cerenony of the 10-storey building valued at RM0 million
here was of ficiated by Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Onmar,
who is now on a investnent and tourism pronotion m ssion in China.

Abdul Samad said Acmar International started constructing the building,
whi ch has a fl oor space of 100,000 sq ft, in md-1996 and conpleted it on
tine.

The building, located at the junction of Lian Q an Western Road in the
heart of the city, has office space and apartnents. The Xi anen office of
Acmar International is also |ocated here.

It al so houses "Mal aysia Restaurant”, the first Ml aysi an di ni ng outl et
serving spicy Mal aysi an Chi nese and Mal ay di shes here. Mal aysian cuisine is
gradual Iy being well-received by residents here.

Acrmar International will also undertake another project here by
buil ding the Xi anen Internatonal Cultural Centre involving an investment of
RwW5 mllion, said Datuk Steven Tee, managi ng director of Acnar
I nternational

He said the centre would be built after Chinese New Year next year.
Construction is expected to take two and a half years.

The 25-storey building will be 80 percent owned by Acrmar Internationa
and the rest by its local associates. It will also have service apartments,
a shopping centre and office space.

Tee said Acmar International chose Xiamen as its investnment |ocation in
Chi na because of several factors. They include the fact that it is an
investnent city in Fujian Province and is one of the one of the five cities
bei ng pronmoted for rapid devel opnent by the Chi nese governnent.

Its position as a najor province where many overseas Chi nese origi nated
from including the Hokkiens in Malaysia, and that its weather is not much
different from Mal aysia were al so taken into consideration.

Tee said following Acnmar International's appointnment by Syari kat
Pel abur an Keraj aan Sel angor (SSIC) to pronote Sel angor, the conpany woul d
set up a special office to attract investnments to Sel angor from Chi na.

A special officer has been deplayed at JHH comercial building to
handl e queri es, undertake pronotion, hold exhibitions on investnment



opportunities in Selangor and facilitate the nmovement of investments into
Sel angor .

Acmar International has also started an induction centre here to
pronote Mal aysia to Chi nese students who show keen interest in studying in
Mal aysi a.

The centre has two classes, which can accompdate up to 50 students for
half a year at atine. It ains to expose the students to various aspects of
life in multi-racial Ml aysia besides providing English | anguage | essons.

"We al so co-ordinate the selection of students for colleges in Ml aysia
in acordance to their interest, qualifications and rules pertaining to
foreign students in Mal aysia," said Tee. -- BERNAMVA
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