20 MAY 1999
Mahat hi r - Moder at e
MODERATI ON AND DEMOCRACY KEY TO MALAYSI A'S SUCCESS - DR M

JOHOR BAHARU, May 20 (Bernanmm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
tonight Malaysia will continue to progress if the people naintained their
nmoderate attitude and exercised their denocratic right to choose a strong
and efficient governnent.

The prime mnister said Mal aysi ans nust al so remai n hardwor ki ng, be
di sci plined and not be influenced by outsiders and people with vested
interests who incite hatred.

These attributes are the key to the progress and success of the country
since it achi eved i ndependence, he said at a dinner at the official
resi dence of the Johor menteri besar in conjunction with his two-day visit
to the state.

The "Pertermuan Perdana" (Prinme Meeting) was attended by about 10, 000
peopl e conpri sing nenbers of Umo and ot her Bari san Nasi onal conponent
parties, civil servants and the public.

"Just after independence, we were not rich but, perhaps by chance, we
found a formula that enabl ed us to devel op which is awareness," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the noderate attitude, especially anong Mal ays and
ot her Bumi puteras, brought about unity.

The Chinese and | ndian communities too hel ped to strengthen nationa
unity as they too did were agai nst extrem sm he said.

"Moderation is the main factor for the country's progress. Therefore,
retain it because it is the formula for achieving success," he said.

Dr Mahathir said cooperation anong the conmunities through noderation
practi sed by the Barisan Nasional had brought about political stability in
Mal aysia, with no riots having taken place due to politics.

He said the people should not have hatred towards Ml aysi ans and
foreign i nvestors because of their wealth.

"When the weal thy people spend their noney, for instance to build
pal aces, others |like contractors and workers too profit," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysia, through nmeasures introduced by the
governnent, had succeeeded in overcom ng the econom ¢ downturn w t hout
having to bow down to foreigners because the peopl e had given strong
support to the government.
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