19 JUL 1999
Mahat hi r - Mot orcycl e
MODENAS JAGUH, SYMBOL OF MALAYSI ANS' | NDEPENDENCE, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

GURUN, July 19 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday | aunched the second Made-| n- Mal aysi a not orcycl e "Mdenas
Jaguh", describing it as a synmbol of Ml aysians' suprenmacy and
i ndependence.

He said the | aunching of the notorcycle was a neani ngful achi evenment to
the governnent for its success in introducing autonotive technology to
Mal aysi ans.

"Before | ndependence, Mal ays only worked as padi farmers...only a snal
nunber of themwere enployed as office boys and cl erks by the
colonialists," he said when | aunchi ng "Mdenas Jaguh" at a col ourful
cerenony at the Kilang Mt osi kal dan Enjin Nasional Sdn Bhd ( Modenas),
her e.

He said the Mal ays renai ned stagnant in poverty and none of them becane
carpenters, vehicle nechanics and watch repairers pioneered by the Chinese
whil e the I ndians worked in rubber estates.

"But after |ndependence, we introduced the New Economic Policy to
eradi cate poverty and to bridge the econom c disparity. The results can be
seen today with our people using technology to produce notorcycles," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the post-I1ndependence governnent adopted an
i nqui sitive approach, asking around those in the knowto |earn the
technol ogy to devel op the country.

For instance, Mddenas, which was set up just two-and-a-half years ago,
acquired the technology by entering into a joint venture with the Japanese
nmot or cycl e manuf act urer, Kawasaki .

"W asked themon the technol ogy as they know about it and rmaybe one
day others will enquire fromus when we have becone experts.

" Anything we aspire to do will becone a reality if we have the
confidence and discipline to doit.

"I"ve visited the factory here and saw that all works related to
assenbl i ng were done by our people...this is sonething to be proud of," he
sai d.

As a result of the |l earning process, Malaysia' s national car producer
Proton coul d now manufacture a car right fromits designing to production
and Mbdenas was able to roll out a notorbi ke every six mnutes, he said.

"This is what is said to be the fruit of the acquired technol ogy and
t he i ndependence enjoyed all these while," he said.

Dr Mahathir rem nded the people to value the freedomand not to forsake
it as they woul d not have a second chance.

Meanwhi | e, the Mbdenas Jaguh is a 175cc nodel with an air cooling
four-stroke-engine. It has a stylish |l ow and | ong cruiser |ook.

The five-speed fuel -econonic bike is sold at RV, 500 incl usive of
hal f-year road tax, registration fee, nunber plate and conprehensive
i nsurance coverage for single riders.

Edaran Mbdenas Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of Mddenas, has set a sal es target
of 12,000 units in the first year and 20,000 in the second.

The bike will be exported at the year-end.

This is Mddenas' second notorcycle nodel after the Kriss 110cc | aunched
on June 14, 1996

Modenas, a conpany under the DRB-H com Group, with a paid-up capital of
RMLOO ni |l lion, manufactures and produces the national notorcycle and snal



mul ti-application engines.
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