02 DEC 1999
Ali-CM
MOHAMED ALl SWORN I N AS MELAKA' S NI NTH CH EF M NI STER

MELAKA, Dec 2 (Bernama) -- Former Deputy Health Mnister Datuk Wra
Mohaned Ali Rustamwas today sworn in as Melaka's ninth Chief Mnister,
succeedi ng Datuk Seri Abu Zahar [ snin.

He received his letter of appointnent from Yang D pertua Negeri Tun
Syed Ahnmad Shahabudi n at |stana Mel aka here at 9. 05am

Mohamed Ali, 50, the Batu Berendam Umo division chief, won the Paya
Runput state seat in the just-concluded general election.

He was fornerly the Menber of Parliament for Batu Berendam

Abu Zahar, appointed Chief Mnister in May 1997 to fill the vacancy
created by the death of Datuk Seri Mbhamed Zin Abdul Ghani, won the Jasin
parlianentary seat in the election.

In his speech after taking his oath of office, Mdhamed Ali thanked
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad for giving himthe trust to
|l ead the newWy forned state government.

He described his appointnment as a responsibility to continue with
efforts to turn Melaka into a devel oped state by 2010.

"Despite the state's noderate size and limted revenue, we are hopeful
of inproving its | evel of devel opnent through an efficient adm nistration
and the people's solid support,” he said.

Moharmed Ali al so congratul ated Abu Zahar and the state Bari san Nasi onal
(BN) for winning the election with a two-thirds ngjority.

"This is a clear sign of the people's strong support for the governnent
| eadership and ruling party," he said.

Mohanmed Ali, who is state BN deputy chairman, urged all supporters of
parties that contested in the el ection to accept the people's verdict and
set aside their political differences.

"Al'l |eaders and the rakyat nust show their maturity so that the state
adm ni stration can function properly...the tine has cone for us to devote
our services to the whole conmunity,"” he said.

He said all quarters should close ranks to ensure devel opnent
progranmmes coul d continue to be inpl enented successfully.

"Nowis the time to intensify efforts to bring excellence to
Mel aka. .. we happen to be entering the newnillenniumand let's nmake it the
start of greater things," he said.

Mohaned Ali, who hol ds a degree in econonic devel opnent, was a state
Exco nmenber before he was appoi nted Deputy Mnister after winning the
parlianmentary seat in the 1995 general el ection.

He served in several governnent departnents and agencies before
contesting the Ayer Ml ek state seat which he won in 1986.

Fol |l owi ng that he was nade an Exco nmenber and renained in the state
adm nistration for two terns before his nove to the federal governnent.

Mohamed Ali is married to Datin Asmah Abdul Rahman, and they have three
chil dren.
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