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MOHAMED RAHVAT DENI ES ANY MEETI NG PLOT AGAI NST ANWAR | BRAHI M

KUALA LUWPUR, Jan 15 (Bernama) -- Information M nister Datuk Mhaned
Rahmat has deni ed a Si ngapore Business Tines report alleging senior nenbers
of the Ml aysi an government and Umo net | ast Novenber "to plot +Round Two+
in the war against (former deputy prinme mnister ) Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahim™"

"I categorically deny that any such neeting took place,” Mhaned, who
is al so Barisan Nasional (BN) secretary-general, said in a statenent today.
The m nister said he was one of the | eaders alleged to have taken part
in the purported neeting at Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir's

resi dence | ast Nov 5.

The report alleged that First Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n
I nternational Trade and I ndustry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, Culture,
Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k, Kedah Menteri Besar Tan
Sri Sanusi Junid, Deputy Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk
| brahimAli, former deputy prine mnister Tun Ghaffar Baba and forner
Mel aka chief mnister Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Thanby Chi k al so took part in the
meet i ng.

Mohaned described the Jan 13 report in the Singapore daily as "an
ill-intentioned attenpt to underm ne both the Barisan Nasi onal governnent
and Umo under the | eadership of Dr Mahathir."

He said the article was based on what the witer alleged was "a | eaked
docunent . "

"Based on the false premi ses of this alleged | eaked docunent, the
witer proceeded to anal yse the recent Cabinet reshuffle and the
appoi ntment of Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi as Deputy Prine Mnister,"
Mohaned sai d.

He said on further investigations, he found that the so-called | eaked
docunment was a fabricated account of the alleged neeting posted on the
I nternet website of supporters of Anwar's so-called nmovenment for reforma
nont h ago.

Anwar was sacked fromthe governnent |ast Sept 2 and Umo the next day
and is currently on trial on four counts of corrupt practice.

"The conversation quoted by the SBT (Singapore Business Tinmes) witer
in his article is nmatched by the fabricated account on the Internet.

"As a Mnister of Information, I amaware of the abuses that can be
carried out in the free-flow ng passages of Cyberworl d.
"However, | woul d have expected a respectabl e newspaper |ike the

Si ngapor e Busi ness Tines to have been nore responsi ble than to pick an
unaut henticated article off the Internet, pass it off as a | eaked docunent
and nalign the Mal aysi an Mal ay | eadership,"” he said.

Mohaned said contrary to normal good journalistic practice, neither the
witer nor the newspaper nade any attenpt to verify the story with him

"I't is such unethical and unprofessional reporting which tarnish the
nane of the foreign nedia," he said.

"At atine when bilateral relations between Singapore and Ml aysia are
on the nmend, such unprovoked and ill-intentioned article by a respectable
newspaper in the republic cannot be good for the healing process," he said.

Mohaned hoped that it was "pure bad journalismrather than any ot her
agenda" by the witer or the Singapore Business Tines that resulted in the
article and was reproduced i n (another Singapore newspaper), The New Paper
t abl oi d.
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