12 JUL 1999
Mahat hi r - Opposi ti on
MORE CRACKS | N OPPCSI TI ON PACT, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, July 12 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad sai d the Qpposition alliance which is already cracking up,
will face nore problens in the future.

"They can't agree on so many things," he told CNBC Asia's anchor Rico
Hi zon when interviewed in the Asia Market Wap progranme today.

Dr Mahathir said parties in the opposition front were quarelling anong
t hensel ves even before they won anything in the next general el ection.

He cited their disagreenent over PAS threat to take Perlis, a northern
peni nsul ar state out of the Ml aysian federation if the party captures it
in the next general election and if the federal government refuses to give
devel oprent al | ocati on.

PAS, the DAP, Keadilan (National Justice Party) and Parti Rakyat
Mal aysi a (PRM have established an opposition pact to unseat the governing
Bari san Nasional (BN) coalition or at |east deny the BN two-thirds majority
in Parliament in the inpending general el ection.

Dr Mahathir said he anticipated nore problems for the Qpposition ahead
of the com ng polls.

Dr Mahathir said the opposition alliance's disagreenent over the PAS
plot to secede Perlis from Mal aysia and over PAS' aimto set up an Islanic
nation exenplified the widening rifts between them

PAS ul ama Datuk Dr Harun Din recently disclosed the party's expressed
intention to have Perlis secede from Ml aysi a.

Asked if seat allocation was the only problemconfronting the
opposition pact, Dr Mahathir said: "There will be nore problens than that."

The prime minister said he was sure that seat allocation was one of the
maj or problens for the opposition.

"But, there will be a |lot of other problens,"” he said.

Asked if the opposition pact could deny the BN two-thirds majority in
the comi ng general election, Dr Mahathir said: "They may hope so but as you
know t hey are havi ng probl ens t hensel ves. "

Asked when the general election would likely be held, Dr Mahathir, who
is BN chai rman and Umo president, said: "Anytinme before July next year."

The | ast general election was held in April 1995.

When Hi zon pressed further and asked the prinme mnister if the genera
el ection would he held this year, Dr Mahathir said: "I don't know yet.
can't give you any assurance."

Asked how rmuch cl out does the opposition have in facing the genera
el ection, Dr Mahathir said according to "other observers", the opposition
have a great deal of clout.

"But, they said the same thing in 1990 and 1995 (the | ast two genera
el ections) that the opposition is going to win. But they were trounced," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

"So, may be we know sonething that the others don't know, " he said.

Asked on the Information Mnistry's decision not to give any airtinme
for the opposition to voice their views over governnent-run Radi o and
Tel evi sion Mal aysia (RTM, Dr Mahathir said the BN was not given any
airtime by the foreign nedia "because foreign nedia sort of boycott us."

"They only interview people who are friendly to the opposition. So, it
is not fair. On the one hand, they keep everything to thensel ves and on the
ot her, they want what we have," he said.

On specul ation of a nine-day canpai gning period for the com ng genera



el ection, Dr Mahathir said: "W have had that before and nobody conpl ai ned.
We have had ni ne-day canpai gn period for the | ast three (general)
el ections.”

Asked how many seats would Umo secure if the polls were held today,
the prime mnister brought Hizon's attention to the Sabah state el ection
| ast March.

Dr Mahathir said: "Wen we (Umo) contested in Sabah, they told us we
are going to lose. But we (Umo) won all the seats in Sabah."

"Alot of people will predict that Umo is going to lose (in the com ng
general election). W will wait and see who is right and who is wong," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

During the 30-mnute interview, Dr Mahathir was al so asked about his
retirenent plans after the general election.

"I have to retire sonetine after the general election. | don't know
whet her sooner or later but | amalways ready to retire," he said.

Asked if his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi will be his
likely successor, Dr Mahathir said: "In our system he is the nost |ikely
successor. "

Asked i f the sacking of some Umo nenbers would hurt the strength of
the party, Dr Mahathir said none of the party's Suprene Council nenbers
have resi gned over their expul sion.

Dr Mahathir al so said ground support for Ummo was still very strong.

On how much was jailed forner deputy prinme mnister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahiman issue in Malaysia, Dr Mahathir said it was fading.

"I't is not that much of an issue now. But there are still people who
are not convinced and we will work in order to convince them of the
ri ghtenous of what we have decide to do," he said.

Anwar was sacked as Deputy Prine Mnister and Finance M nister |ast
Sept 2 and expelled fromUmo a day |ater.

He is now serving a six year jail termat the Sungai Bul oh Prison for
corrupt practice.

Asked if he was ready to face Anwar's wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan
Ismail, who is also Parti Keadilan Nasional president in his Kubang Pasu
parlianentary constituency in the com ng polls, Dr Mahathir said Wan Azi zah
coul d contest anywhere.

Dr Mahathir said he would have no choice but to take on Wan Azi zah
shoul d she decide to contest in Kubang Pasu.

On his relations with the foreign nedia, Dr Mahathir admtted that it
was not too good.

"The Western nedi a seens for sone reason or other to dislike ne and
they will do anything possible to give a bad i nage of nyself.

"On the other hand, when people from Anerica and Europe cone to
Mal aysia they really change their m nd (have a different view about the
country)," he said.

Dr Mahathir said a doctor fromCalifornia whomhe net yesterday told
hi mthat she was shocked to find out that the country was not as bad as
what the Western nedi a had reported.
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