18 JUN 1999
Ummo- Books
MORE BOOKS ON AUTHORI TATI VE | NTERPRETATI ON ON | SLAM COM NG UP

KUALA LUMPUR, June 18 (Bernama) -- Federal and state religious agencies
wi || be producing nore books on authoritative interpretation of Islamto
m ni m se general confusion about the religion, said Mnister in the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent Datuk Paduka Dr Abdul Ham d O hman.

"We're coming out with a book on slandering today to be distributed to
Muslims,"” he told reporters after the opening of the 53rd Umo general
assenbly by Prime M nister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohared.

In his presidential address, Dr Mahathir said the nobst dangerous brand
of politics was that which harped on religious issues and distorted Islamc
t eachi ngs.

Abdul Hamid, who is al so an Umo Suprene Council nenber, said the party
woul d al so conpile ideas relating to Islamwhich del egates spoke about
during debate in the on-going assenbly in a book and as materials for
speeches and fora.

Abdul Ham d took PAS to task for confusing Muslins in Ml aysia and at
the sane tinme tried to cover up the party's weaknesses.

He said nothing was worst than PAS allowing its nenbers to | abel Umo
nmenbers as infidels.

He said Islamforbids Muslins calling each other infidels.

He said PAS was anti-devel opnent as evident by the inability of the
PAS-|1 ed state governnent to even provide decent water supply to the people
i n Kel ant an.

"They reject devel opment and prefer to et Miuslinms be oblivious to
devel oprment as long as Muslins can just keep tal king about |slamand | ose
sight of the realities,” he added.
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