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Abdul | ah- Reacti on
MORE SUPPORT FOR ABDULLAH S APPO NTMENT AS DPM

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 9 (Bernamm) -- The appoi ntnment of Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahrmad Badawi as Deputy Prime Mnister will further boost the peoples
confidence in Umo and the national admi nistration under the Barisan
Nasi onal, Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak (PBDS) president Datuk Leo Myggi e said.

Descri bing the former Foreign Mnister as a credible and experienced
politician and national | eader, Mggie said Abdull ah's appoi nt nent was
timely and appropriate in renoving whatever doubts and uncertainty there
were on the vacancy.

Mbggi e, who is al so Energy, Conmunications and Miultinedia Mnister,
said the cabinet |ine-up announced by Dr Mahathir yesterday strengthened
nati onal sovereignty and the peoples' confidence on efforts towards
economi c recovery.

Abdul | ah' s appoi nt nrent was announced yesterday by the Prime M nister
after chairing the Umo supreme council neeting. Abdullah is also the
M ni ster of Home Affairs.

I n KOTA KI NABALU, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok has hail ed
Abdul | ah' s appoi ntnent as the new Deputy Prime Mnister.

"Atrusted | eader, and (he) has all the capabilities to assune the
nunber two post after having previously held various inportant cabinet
posts," he said of Abdullah

As one of the country's nost respected | eader, Abdullah would certainly
command the support of the people and would al so have the full support of
t he Sabah Bari san Nasional (BN), said Donpok who is Parti Denokratik Sabah
(PDS) president.

He al so wel coned the reappoi ntment of Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n as the Fi nance
M ni ster, saying that Dai mwas no stranger to the mnistry, having been a
successful Finance Mnister before.

Meanwhi | e t he Back Benchers' C ub (BBC) is confident that Abdullah's
appoi ntment would help the Prime Mnister in his struggles to further
uplift the i mge of the race and country in the global era.

BBC chai rman Ruhani e Ahnad said the cabinet reshuffle was an effort
towar ds nati onal econonic recovery, enhancing sovereignty and pronoting
peace and national security.

I n KOTA BAHARU, Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat descri bed
Abdul I ah as sonmeone who fulfilled the criteria for a | eader and hoped he
coul d assi st Kelantan particularly in speeding up the yearly financial
assi stance fromthe central governnment to the state governnent.

On the appoi ntnment of Abdullah as Honme Mnister, N k Aziz hoped severa
religious aspects such as fairness and a sense of canaraderie woul d be
taken into consideration in the administrati on of a denobcratic country.

"Abdul | ah, being the son of a religious teacher and I'malso a
religious teacher and there are sinmilarities....and we hope to govern in a
fair manner," he added.

In KUCH NG, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud sai d Abdul | ah, who
has a strong religious background, was an appropriate choice.

"Abdullah is a clean man, (he's) wise with strong religious principles
al t hough he has not pronoted hinself as a great religious |eader," he
added.

In TELUK | NTAN, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ranmli Ngah Talib descri bed
Abdul | ah' s appoi ntnent as a smart, careful and fair choice made according
to the | aw



"The cabinet reshuffle was also well and snoothly done wi t hout dropping
anyone," he added.

Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Omar said Abdul | ah's experience
at the international |evel would help the country in handling i ssues on
econony, trade and investnents.

He said Abdull ah was al so a team player and could work with any
m nister in handling national problens.

In ALOR SETAR, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid said Abdull ah's
experience in the governnment and as forner Foreign Mnister would help him
in carrying out his functions as Deputy Prinme Mnister nore effectively.

Sanusi al so said the reappoi ntnent of Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n as Fi nance
M ni ster was appropriate as he had hel ped the country to conme out of the
econom ¢ recessi on previously.

In MELAKA, Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar |snin said Abdullah's
experience as a forner bureaucrat, who has hel d senior posts as a civil
servant and who has deep religi ous background, filled the criteria for the
post .

Presi dent of the Congress of Unions of Enployees in the Public and
Cvil Service (Cuepacs), Siva Subramani am expressed confi dence t hat
Abdul | ah' s appoi nt nent woul d open up a new chapter in Malaysia's history
and woul d provi de confidence to and receive the trust of everyone.

In KANGAR, state Barisan Nasional (BN) secretary Datuk Bahari Taib, in
expressing his support, said Abdull ah's appoi nt nent woul d strengthen the
position of BN and Umo in facing the com ng general elections.

Mal aysi an Youth Council president Saifuddin Abdullah said the
appoi ntrent was appropriate in the face of the economc crisis as the Prine
M ni ster needed an able deputy to assist him

Deputy president of the Ml aysi an Mal ay Chanbers of Commerce Dat uk
Abdul Rahman Mai di n said the appoi ntnent of Abdul | ah and Dai m woul d
strengthen Dr Mahathir's | eadership and assist his efforts in taking the
country to greater heights in the com ng millennium

I n KUALA TERENGGANU, the Mal aysi an Mal ay Contractors Associati on (PKVM
said Daims appointnent would inject newlife to the future of the
associ ati on and expressed confi dence that he would play a role in bringing
econom ¢ recovery based on his track record.

In JOHOR BAHARU, deputy chairman of the Johor MCA liaison comittee
Dat uk Ji nmry Low said the appoi ntnment ended vari ous specul ati ons which were
di sturbing and at the same tine boosted the confidence of foreign
i nvestors.

In JASIN, former Deputy Prinme Mnister Tun Ghafar Baba urged the people
particularly Umo nenbers to support Abdull ah's appoi nt nment.

Speaking to reporters after breaking fast with the people at Masjid
Taman Maj u, near Jasin tonight, he said Abdul |l ah shoul d be given the
opportunity to asist Dr Mahathir in adm nistering the country and
st rengt heni ng Umo.

He sai d Abdul | ah understood the party's struggles and could contribute
t owar ds strengt heni ng Umo.

Ghaffar, who was also a former Ummo deputy president and nenber of
parlianent for Jasin, described the decision of the party's suprene counci
yesterday to defer the party el ections as a good nove to enable party
| eaders to concentrate fully on the coming general elections.
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