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MORE TECHNOLOGY | NCUBATI ON CENTRES COM NG UP, SAYS MIrbcC

BANG , Sept 9 (Bernama) -- The Ml aysi an Technol ogy Devel opment
Cor poration (MIDC), which has already set up three technol ogy i ncubation
centres in local public universities, plans to erect three nore to
encour age hi gh-technol ogy conpanies to fl ourish.

One of the three already built, the UKM MIDC t echnol ogy i ncubati on
centre, was inaugurated by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad at
Uni versiti Kebangsaan Mal aysi a here today.

Speaking at the function, MIDC Director Haji Abdul Miis Hassan said the
other two are at Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM in Serdang near here and
Uni versiti Ml aya in Kuala Lunpur.

The three nore being planned are at Universiti Teknol ogi Ml aysi a,

Uni versiti Sains Malaysia (USM and Universiti Teknol ogi MARA.

He sai d these existing and proposed centres woul d hel p devel op | oca
hi gh-tech conmpanies at relatively | ower costs as well bring returns to
conpanies utilising facilities and expertise avail able at |ocal
uni versities.

Abdul Miis said the incubation centre at UPM catered for information
technol ogy (IT) and multi-nedia conpanies, and the one at UM for conpanies
i nvol ved i n advanced el ectroni cs and core-sci ence technol ogy.

The one at UKM catered for biotechnol ogy and cheni cal engi neering
conpani es.

The MIDC was al so col |l aborating with the Penang Devel opnent Corporation
to devel op a technol ogy i ncubation centre in Bandar Bayan Baru, he said.

Al so speaking at the function, UKM Vice-Chancel |l or Prof Datuk Dr Anuwar
Ali said the UKM MIDC smart technol ogy centre inaugurated today woul d
further intensify technology transfer fromthe university to conpanies.

He said while UKM had been nmarketing consultancy products since the
early 80s, the transfer of research findings to the private sector was
still at a very level.

He said al though UKM s earnings fromtechnol ogy-transfer activities
have not been lucrative, the quantumwas gradual ly increasing year by year.

"W believe the centre will hel p UKM academni ¢ staff enhance their
capacity and efficiency in transferring research findings and technol ogi es
to industries,"” he said.

Oficially known as the UKM MIDC smart technol ogy centre, which sits on
a 2.4 hawithin the UKM conpl ex, it provides technol ogy-incubati on space
and i nfrastructure for biotechnol ogy and ot her cluster technol ogi es.

At the function, Dr Mahathir wi tnessed the signing of eight contracts
and nenorandunms of understandi ng bet ween UKM and conpani es for consul t ancy
and resear ch undert aki ngs.
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