19 JUL 1999
Mahat hi r - nosques
MOSQUES ARE PLACES TO UNI TE MUSLI M5, SAYS MAHATH R

JITRA, July 19 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today urged
the opposition parties especially PAS to stop using nosques and suraus to
achieve their political ends, and to | eave them be as pl aces of worship.

The Prime Mnister said to the Muslins, nosques are al so places where
they could get to know one another and foster friendship while praying
t oget her.

He al so called on PAS not to m suse Friday sernon to sow the seeds of
hat red agai nst the governnent and its | eaders because the sernon is a forum
to urged Muslins to strive for righteousness and to explain to themthe
teachi ngs of |slam

"I'sl am doesn't ask us to hurl slander at others (through sernon) and
divide the Muslins," he said at a neet-the-peopl e session at Kanpung Ketol ,
Batu 17, Miki m Tunjang near, here.

Dr Mahathir regretted that while |slampreaches Miuslins as brothers,
there are those who even fought inside nosques, all because nosques have
been m sused for political interest.

"Once outside the nosque, if you want to fight, go fight. But, it is
better not to fight," said Dr Mahathir who is al so the Menber of Parlianent
for Kubang Pasu.

Still on the subject, he said he renenbered a fight at one tinme between
the body guards of two state | eaders fromthe Organisation of Islamc
Conference (O C) for a neeting in Taif.

They fought inside the Masjidil Haram because each side wanted their
| eader to | eave the nosque first to attend the opening cerenpny in Taif,
after perform ng the Asar prayers and a hearing religious talk that noved
even the speaker to tears.

"I hope the Muslins in Malaysia are not |ike that,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said PAS and Umo certainly had political differences but
this shoul d be resol ved outside the nosque because |sl amdoes not ask its
followers to use the nosque to curse and hurl nasty words at politica
opponent s.

"If they cannot agree with us, that is all right, because not everyone
woul d agree, but don't bring politics inside the nosque as this could
encourage others to use religion for political interest,” he said.

The Prime Mnister said he felt sad because PAS | eaders who clained to
be religious intellectuals did not use their know edge for the good of the
Musl i ms such as seeing that the youngsters were not involved in drug abuse.

He said that even though drug abuse involved Mislimyouths, he had
never heard of PAS | eaders tal ked about the danger of indulging in drugs in
their ceramahs.

On the hand, he said they preferred to hurl various accusations at
governnent | eaders with the aimof inciting people's hatred for the sole
pur pose of political power.

Dr Mahathir said in their obsession, a PAS | eader even had the heart
recently to accuse Umo | eaders and foll owers as disbelievers when the sane
person not too long ago claimed that it were the work of the extrem sts
within the party who had left to join Umo.

"What is sad is that when a person, |ooked upon as a | earned man of
religion, said recently that Islamallows its followers to use fou
| anguage because God does too. This is blaspheny...."

"Don't mix politics with religion...it can destroy religion, if



m sinterpreted,” he said.
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